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John W. Alexander 


‘ion is for freshmen only, or at least for students 
who are new to their campus world; for those who 
are facing strange classrooms and lecture halls, un- 
familiar laboratories and corridors, and strange cam- 
pus landmarks. 

People are strangers too. Landlords, roommates, 
classmates, teachers and campus businessmen ll 
merge into a sea of unfamiliar faces. 

You’re away from home. Away from the old 
familiar neighborhood, away from the clique of 
friends at high school or church. Not so many days 
ago you went to bed for the first time in your cam- 
pus home, a freshman dorm perhaps or a rooming 
house. It seemed strange hitting the sack in an un- 
familiar room, and when you woke at 6:30 the next 
morning you may have felt an even sharper sensa- 
tion of being out of place. 

In other words, you’re alone. Alone in a brand 
new world. If your college has an enrollment of 
500, you may not feel quite so lost; theoretically at 
least you have some chance of getting to know a 
sizeable majority of the student body. But if the 
student body numbers 17,000 your sense of loneli- 
ness may defy description. One freshman came to 
a counselor at a state university and observed, “I 
think I’ve got things figured out now. There are 
17,000 students in this place. I’m one of them. 
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That makes me add up to just exactly 1/17,000 of 
the whole — which is about as insignificant as I 
feel.” 


Or maybe you attend a commuter school and still 
live at home. In any case, you’re a freshman in a 
new world. 

My question then is this: Why are you here? 
More to the point, why are you a student in this 
particular college? 

There are many possible answers. Perhaps your 
parents are alumni and you want to follow in their 
footsteps. Possibly your dad wants you to be an 
electrical engineer, and this place has just about the 
best electrical engineering school in the country. 
Or you’ve always wanted to be a doctor, so you’ve 
chosen a school with a sound pre-med curriculum. 


Perhaps you haven’t settled on a vocation yet but 
are concerned right now with laying a foundation 
of general courses for a well-rounded education. 

Maybe you're the playboy type like the freshman 
from the East who told me last spring that he chose 
the University of Wisconsin because he’d concluded 
on the basis of what he had read in certain maga- 
zines that he could have a lot more fun at Wisconsin 
than any other university. 

Different students will give different answers to 
why they’re at a specific college. Nevertheless, for 
most students the pattern of answer will be roughly 


the same: They decided what they wanted to get 
out of college; they investigated some schools, pro- 
curing information on tuition, lab fees, room rent, 
meal costs and other expenditures; and then, unless 
the institution is.on a selective admittance basis, 
they chose the school which appeared to be the most 
satisfactory. 

Does that describe your pattern of answer? 

No. Not if you are a Christian. If you have been 
walking closely with the Lord Jesus Christ, if you 
have been giving top priority to “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness,” if you have 
been praying sincerely, “Thy will be done,” then 
you are a freshman at this specific college not be- 
cause you chose to matriculate here but because 
God chose for you to be here. 

God is sovereign. This means that He is at work 
in the affairs of men. In your affairs. He has a 
plan for your life, and that plan includes the college 
for you to attend. “He doeth according to His will 

. among the inhabitants of the earth: and none 
can stay His hand” (Daniel 4:35). If you are a 
child of this Wondrous God, then you are at this 
specific school because He willed for you to be here. 

An analogy with military orders fits this situa- 
tion. Navy men don’t survey the various ships of 
the fleet or navy bases ashore and then decide 
“where to go.” Rather, a higher authority with 
some sort of plan in mind makes a decision as to 
where each individual is assigned. Similarly (but 
much more thoroughly) God has a plan in mind, a 
plan which calls for the participation of human be- 
ings. This is a very complex plan with so many 
ramifications that no human brain can comprehend 
it all. But we know this: It calls for us who have 
received Jesus Christ into our lives (in harmony 
with John 1:12, 13 and I John 5:11, 12) to be 
molded so that we will be made like Jesus Christ. 

In other words, God sets to work on us, as a 
sculptor on crude material, to chisel and mold a per- 
sonality that will be conformed to the image of His 
Son (Romans 8:29). 

As the Lord goes about this business of making 
you like Jesus Christ, He will send a variety of ex- 
periences your way and expose you to diverse sit- 
uations and people. There will be discouraging 
periods, to strengthen your faithfulness; irritating 
situations, to develop your patience; sorrows, to 
help you lean on Him for comfort; defeats, in order 
to smash your pride; joys, to remind you that all 
good things in life are from His hand. 
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But whatever comes your way this year, remem- 
ber (if you are the Lord’s) that everything fits into 
His purpose for your life. All things work together 
and are fitting into a plan for good to those who 
love God and are called according to His purpose. 


But that isn’t all. His plan calls for you to be on 
this specific campus this specific year not only to 
make you a better Christian but for an additional 
reason: to use you as an instrument in His hand 
ministering to other people. 


He will do this in two ways. He will use your 
life to encourage other Christians in their walk with 
the Lord Jesus. So keep your eyes open for another 
young Christian with whom you can get together 
once a week to read God’s Word and pray. As soon 
as possible, locate at least one weak Christian whose 
name can go on your prayer list. Then pray for 
him to become “rooted and built up in Him and 
established in the faith” (Colossians 2:7). 


Second, God will use you as a witness to non- 
believers, those who have not yet received Christ 
Jesus into their lives. Early in the semester, write 
on your prayer list the name of at least one student 
(maybe a roommate or classmate) who has no testi- 
mony for Jesus Christ. Jesus said that we are the 
“light of the world” (Matthew 5:14) and therefore 
we are transmitters of His own spirit to a world in 
darkness. The college world, for all its intellectual 
brilliance, is a dark world spiritually to the degree 
that it fails to follow Jesus Christ who said, “He 
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). 


Why not add the name of at least one of your 
professors to your prayer list? You may have a 
Christian professor. Pray that he will grow in the 
Lord, and that the Holy Spirit may find him a use- 
able instrument. And then pray for your profs who 
don’t know Christ (even though they may know a 
great deal about Him). Have you ever stopped to 
think that, profound as their knowledge may be of 
their special field of investigation, if they aren’t 
personally related to Jesus Christ they too are in 


spiritual darkness? 


The Lord uses the prayers of freshmen such as 
you to bring other students and faculty to Himself. 


Perhaps this short check list will help you to 
strengthen your own life in Christ and sharpen up 
your witness at school this year. 

(1) Settle it in your own mind that Jesus Christ 
takes top priority in your life. 


(2) Spend time each day in private Bible study 
and prayer. Get the Inter-Varsity booklet, Quiet 
Time, to help develop this habit. 


(3) Pray daily for the strengthening of at least 
one other Christian student, for the salvation of at 
least one of your friends, and for one prof. 


(4) At least once a week spend an hour with a 
small number of students in group Bible study. 


(5) Spend at least one hour a week in group 
prayer with other college students. Twenty minutes 
three times a week is probably better than one hour 
once a week, 


(6) Attend the weekly meetings of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship chapter on your cam- 
pus. 

(7) Each Sunday, worship with a local church 
or assembly. 


(8) Subscribe to His Magazine, and read it 
through each month. Follow the daily Bible study 
guide in the yellow pages inside each issue of His. 


(9) Each semester, read at least one book deal- 
ing with Christian doctrine, biography or some 
other phase of the Christian life. 


No, you didn’t decide to matriculate at this col- 
lege, not if you belong to Christ. He decided. He 
decided that He wanted you here—in a laboratory 
where He could make you more like Himself; and 
on this mission field, your campus, as He goes about 
His plan to take out of the world “a people for his 
name” (Acts 15:14). END 


1]f your 1vcF group has no copies of Quiet Time on hand, 
send $.28 to Inter-Varsity Press, 1519 North Astor, Chicago 
10, and request a copy. 
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is DAY my parents drove me to the university 
was one of the significant days of my life. It wasn’t 
at all like the pictures you sometimes see in maga- 
zines. In fact, in many ways it would have been a 
disillusioning experience if I hadn’t been so excited 
at the idea of being away at college. 

My room assignment was in a former men’s dor- 
mitory that was housing women that year. This was 
shock number one. The cold-looking, masculine 
building had no feminine coziness in any corner. 
Shock number two was the assignment to a third 
floor room. My roommate and I spent hours mov- 
ing the furniture around in hopes of finding more 
space, only to end up with the pieces back in their 
original position. 

But despite the fact that the physical setting didn’t 
fit my mental picture of college, the experience was 
exhilarating. My parents left, and I stayed behind— 





COD GLADYS M. HUNT 


on my own for really the first time in my life. 

I had a new roommate to know, future friends 
down the hall, a new schedule for daily living. New 
classes, professors, books. And most challenging of 
all at the moment, finding my way about the campus. 

I came to this phase in my life as a member of 
God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ. There 
had been a good deal of discussion in the family 
council chambers about my coming to a state uni- 
versity. Grandmother said it was far too dangerous. 
An aunt suggested she might help me through col- 
lege if I chose a Christian school. But despite all 
the opinions and advice, I continued to feel a pull 
to the state university. 

My parents’ conclusions were these: “We have 
had her in our Christian home for 17 years and 
have taught her to trust the Lord. If what she has 
is real, she’ll come through. If she doesn’t have a 
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real relationship with God, why postpone finding 
this out?” 

It was settled. I won a scholarship and enrolled 
in the university. 

Personally I was determined that a secular edu- 
cation, an ungodly environment, and all the other 
pressures that came with this package were not go- 
ing to spoil my faith. I was going to keep it shin- 
ing and clean inside me, hidden away safe and 
secure. I didn’t intend to expose it for attack. 

But, you see,-it wasn’t just a vague “faith.” It 
was knowing a Person, and in His faithful keeping 
of me He began to work in my life. 

I didn’t know another Christian, but as my group 
of friends expanded and I came to know my room- 
mate and others really well, I got a good look at 
their hearts. They needed to know this Person too. 
I couldn’t keep quiet about Jesus Christ and how 
God had worked through history to redeem the 
world. It was Jesus Christ who had given meaning 
to my life. Any sense of purposefulness I had I 
owed to Him. This was relevant to their lives too. 

Actually there were many things about my faith 
in Jesus Christ that didn’t make sense or fit to- 
gether. What I believed didn’t have a great deal 
of structure until I began to explain it to others in 
the context of their backgrounds. I was thrilled to 
discover how the elements of Life fit together. They 
began to make sense as [| told them to others. 

I was the only one in all our dorm room discus- 
sions who believed these truths from the Bible. I 
was feeling my way along. The Person was increas- 
ingly becoming Someone I really knew. 

At the same time my English professor asked the 
class to write a theme on “What You Believe and 
Why.” So I naively wrote it all out. I used all 
the good old phrases in all the good old ways, and 
my good old professor decided that here was an 
unreal spouting of supposed truth if he had ever 
read one. The paper was returned with many com- 
ments in red pencil plus the notation, “Please make 
an appointment to see me.” 

So I made the appointment—and those times with 
my agnostic professor were among the best things 
that ever happened to me. Potentially these sessions 
were dangerous. And if the only look the church 
at home could have had into my life at college was 
the first of these appointments with Dr. Price, they 
would have been sure that all professors wore horns 
and that the university was the trap of the: devil. 
But I belonged to the Lord and although I had more 
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zeal than wisdom, the Holy Spirit ministered, sifted 
and taught me what I needed to know. 

I proclaimed I believed the Bible from cover to 
cover. Yet when questioned by Dr. Price I admitted 
I had never read all of it. In fact, I was horrified 
when he told me how the Bible had been put to- 
gether. I had never heard this in my life before. 
I guess I had thought the book had been dropped 
intact from heaven. 

It was clear as one appointment grew into a sec- 
ond and a third, that Dr. Price thought I was naive 
to believe so implicitly the myths I had been taught 
at my mother’s knee. I was too intelligent, he said. 

Indeed I was no match for this notable ‘Ph. D. 
who seemed to feel duty-bound to free me from my 
past. He was kind and impressively intelligent. I 
liked him as a person, and it is only fair to admit 
that I was stunned by much of what he told me. 

But the battle was not mine, but God’s. God was 
using this to challenge me to put the pieces together 
and to make faith in Jesus Christ intelligently my 
own, rather than dependent on my family, the 
church, or my protected environment. And while 
in the afternoons I chatted with Dr. Price, in the 
evenings I reconstructed all that I had been taught 
from the Bible in explaining to my friends about 
Jesus Christ and the implications of His life and 
death. 

Dr. Price tried to tell me that the Bible was a 
hoax. Yet this Book had ministered to me in a way 
no other book ever had. It had spoken to my heart. 
I would go home and read it again, and again it 
would become a living Word to me. My mind could 
not refuse this. When I told Dr. Price this, he could 
not deny it. 

I took a verse from Proverbs 3 and put it on my 
desk blotter as a continual reminder during this 
time of stress: “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” And a letter came from home 
with a P.S. from Dad: “Test everything. Hold 
fast what is good” (I Thessalonians 5:21). 

During this time my professor and I became good 
friends. He invited me to his home a number of 
times and his wife tried to teach me how to write 
poetry. It was a friendly situation, but always I 
sensed the pressure from him to desert my ignorant 
past. 

One day the turning point in the battle came. I 
asked, “Have you ever seen anyone die believing 
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what you do?” This, Dr. Price said uncomfortably, 
was beside the point. Here I saw his weakness. The 
point of view he propounded was not a sure position 
at all. 

In a flash I saw that he really had an ax to grind 
and I was his target. To me this question was not 
beside the point. I had seen a dear aunt die believ- 
ing in Jesus Christ as her righteousness, and I spoke 
my resolve: “Well, until you can assure me that 
what you are telling me will give me a right rela- 
tionship to God and assure me an entrance into His 
presence, I have more surety in what I believe than 
you do.” 

That was the point of victory for me. For the 
first time in my life what I believed had structure. 
It made sense. It was my own. It was a message 
others needed. I knew Jesus Christ as a Friend as 
well as my Redeemer. 


Some months later God put me in touch with a 
Christian girl who took me to an Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship meeting. What blessing, inspi- 
ration and instruction came from the fellowship of 
this group of Christian students. The reality of 
Christ in their lives made me long to know Him 
better and gave impetus to my witness on campus. 
The Word of God became more relevant as I began 
to know the Lord of the Word more intimately. I 
was not studying just the facts of the Bible, but 
learning to think as He thinks in the middle of an 
unbelieving world. 

Why am I sharing this experience? Well, for 
several reasons. First, it could be that details of it 
may parallel your experience, and it is good to be 
reminded of God’s faithfulness in keeping those who 
trust Him. 
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Second, many students are over-impressed by the 
educated, by the Ph. D., by new ideas they haven’t 
heard before. You may never have a direct attack 
from a professor, but unbelief will surely face you 
on every hand. Remember that all new things are 
not necessarily true, that things that sound exciting 
are not always based on fact but sometimes on prej- 
udice. How important it is to hold fast what is good, 
to test all things. 

Faith in Jesus Christ, and in the sovereignty of 
God in the world today, will not be hurt by intelli- 
gent thinking. Truth can stand investigation. The 
important thing is to begin with God’s revelation to 
man, rather than assuming that by much thinking 
we can comprehend God. 

And remember that professors are not your ene- 
mies. They are intelligent men and women trained 
in their fields, but their training doesn’t necessarily 
mean that they have successfully wrestled with the 
problems of sin, death and man’s relationship to 
God. Many will be unbelievers who don’t have 
God’s life in them. As such they reason from the 
bias of that point of view. 

Sometimes all the new learning creates a tendency 
to despise the uneducated views of the people back 
home, your pastor’s background, your parents’ train- 
ing. But this is immaturity. When it comes to ex- 
pounding matters about God, the most humble be- 
liever is in a better position than one with many 
degrees who is a stranger to God. 

Go to the Word of God and look at what He says 
about man, sin, and His remedy for sin. Make sure 
you spend time every day in the Bible. Try to re- 
late all that you learn to His point of view. 

Third, if you are trying to keep your “faith” shut 
up in a box, stop trying. If a living, real Person 
is inside you, He will surely be seen looking out. 
It isn’t just a set of facts you believe. It is a Person 
you know. 

God has put you on campus so that you can share 
Jesus Christ with someone who would never hear 
otherwise. Be careful not to rush home too often 
for the comfort of the familiar, but be quick to 
rush to Christ to be fed and used by Him. 

Finally, be sure to get in touch with the Inter- 
Varsity group on your campus. You need fellowship 
in the Lord, so make it your business to be regular 
at Bible studies and prayer meetings. Your time at 
the university is a time with great potential for 
growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. END 
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—_ A Goop Roman Catholic be a good President 
of the United States? Is there some basic contra- 
diction between loyalty to the Vatican at Rome and 
to the oath of office which the President of the 
United States must take? 

These questions ought not even to be raised, ac- 
cording to the Roman Catholic hierarchy, who have 
accused those who raise them of bigotry. But the 
questions will not be silenced, due to the alertness 
and courage of POAU and many Protestant leaders 
who refuse to be silenced by such tactics. 

As a result of their insistence, the Fair Campaign 
Practices Committee (composed of 13 representative 
Jewish, Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders) has 
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SHOULD A 
CATHOLIC 
BE PRESIDENT? 


LOUIS H. BENES 


declared that while no candidate should be judged 
on the basis of his religion, he may properly be 
questioned about the bearing of his religious faith 
on issues relevant to the office he seeks. “A candi- 
date,” said the Committee, “should be judged by 
his qualifications for the office he seeks and by his 
position on issues relevant to that office. He may 
properly be questioned about such issues and about 
the bearing of his religious faith and conscience on 
them. A candidate’s religion is relevant to a voter’s 
decision, but only so far as it bears on such polit- 
ical issues.” 

For a long time most Protestants have been toler- 
ant of the views of Christians in other churches, 
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and this is as it should be. But there is a point at 
which tolerance, when ill-informed, ceases to be a 
virtue. 

Many Protestants without thinking put the Roman 
Catholic Church in the same category as the Protes- 
tant denominations, and think that electing a Roman 
Catholic as President is much the same as electing 
a Lutheran or a Presbyterian or a Baptist. They 
are very much mistaken. Our tolerance and ignor- 
ance may blind us to the dangers ahead, until we 
may lose the hard-won, precious freedoms which 
we now enjoy. 

We have a right to ask certain questions of any- 
one who asks us to vote for him for the presidency 
and to clothe him with its enormous power and re- 
sponsibility. This may especially be done whenever 
the distinctive tenets of his faith might carry even 
a suggestion of a “conflict of interest” between 
civil and ecclesiastical duty. ““A Quaker might prop- 
erly be questioned concerning his stand on national 
defense. A Christian Scientist should be questioned 
about his attitude toward national health programs. 
An Amishman should be questioned about his posi- 
tion with regard to public education. A member of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses could be questioned on his re- 
fusal to salute the American flag” (Dr. C. Stanley 
Lowell). 

Questions are particularly in order for any Ro- 
man Catholic aspirant to the presidency because 
of the peculiar character of the Roman Catholic 
Church. It is confessedly not only a religious organ- 
ization, but also claims to hold political and tem- 
poral power. 

Dr. John A. Mackay, former president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, has pointed out that the 
Roman Church is unique in three respects: because 
it is a State as well as a Church, because it makes 
the claim to be superior to the State, and because 
when the majority of a people in a country become 
Roman Catholic, the ideal is for the State to recog- 
nize the Roman Catholic faith as the sole religion 
(as has been done in Spain and other countries). 

Dr. Mackay goes on to say that these things 
should concern us in the United States (where we 
have traditionally separated Church and State) be- 
cause in the last 25 years there has appeared in 
American life what has characterized Latin coun- 
tries for centuries: the tremendous reality of cler- 
icalism. This clericalism he defines as “the pursuit 
of power, especially political power, by a religious 
hierarchy, carried on by secular methods and for 


purposes of social domination.” 

Roman Catholic law puts the Church above the 
State. The Roman Church claims ultimate author- 
ity in both temporal and spiritual realms, and Ro- 
man Catholics are responsible to the Church above 
the State. 

In American Freedom and Catholic Power, Paul 
Blanshard declares that “In particular areas the 
authority of the Church is superior to that of the 
United States Government and of all governments, 
and no government is conceded the moral right to 
deny this. The Pope is a kind of special world 
monarch who rules a synthetic moral empire that 
overlaps and penetrates the sovereignty of all earth- 
ly governments. His special territory is religion, 
education and family life, but he also has supreme 
power over a vaguely defined area known as ‘mor- 
als.’ Also, he has special and exclusive jurisdiction 
over any matter which may affect the life of the 
Church (of Rome) either directly or indirectly .. . 
‘In cases of direct contradiction (between the au- 
thority of the church and of the state),’ says the 
Catholic Encyclopaedia, ‘making it impossible for 
both jurisdictions to be exercised, the jurisdiction 
of the Church (of Rome) prevails, and that of the 
State is excluded.’ ” 

This Roman claim covers every member of the 
Roman Church. The papal declaration Pastor Aeter- 
nus, pronounced in 1870, says that this “power of 
jurisdiction of the Roman pontiff” (that is, the 
Pope) is one “to which all, of whatsoever rite and 
dignity, both pastors and faithful, both individu- 
ally and collectively, are bound by their duty of 
hierarchical subordination and true obedience to 
submit.” 

Not so long ago the newspapers carried an item 
about “a directive of the Pope to American Cath- 
olic judges which makes it clear that in any case 
involving an interest of the Roman Church the judge 
is under moral compulsion, as a Catholic, to rule in 
the Church’s favor.” Pope Leo XIII, in an ency- 
clical issued in 1890, declared that “the supreme 
teacher in the Church is the Roman Pontiff. Union 
of minds, therefore, requires, together with a per- 
fect accord in the one faith, complete submission 
and obedience to the Church and to the Roman 
Pontiff as to God Himself” [italics ours—Ed.] 

But, someone asks, what if a member of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church refuses to recognize the posi- 
tion of the Vatican and the hierarchy in political 
matters? Hasn’t Senator John F. Kennedy, for in- 
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stance declared himself satisfactorily on church-state 
issues ? 

Mr. Kennedy has indeed spoken forthrightly. Re- 
cently, in addressing the American Society of News- 
paper Editors, he said, “There is only one legiti- 
mate question underlying all the rest: Would you, 
as President of the United States, be responsive in 
any way to ecclesiastical pressures or obligations of 
any kind that might in any fashion influence or 
interfere with your conduct of that office in the 
national interest? I have answered that question 
many times. My answer was—and is—‘No.’” 

“Whatever one’s religion in his private life may 
be,” declared Senator Kennedy in an article in Look 
Magazine and on a Tv broadcast in March, “for the 
oficeholder nothing takes precedence over his oath 
to uphold the Constitution and all its parts, includ- 
ing the First Amendment and the strict separation 
of Church and State. Without reference to the pres- 
idency, I believe as a senator that the separation 
of church and state is fundamental to our Amer- 
ican concept and heritage and should remain so. I 
am flatly opposed to appointment of an ambassador 
to the Vatican. Whatever advantages it might have 
in Rome—and I’m not convinced of these— they 
would be more than offset by the divisive effect at 
home.” Mr. Kennedy went on to declare himself 
quite boldly as also opposed to the use of federal 
funds for the support of parochial and private 
schools. 

Significantly, his remarks have caused far greater 
consternation in the ranks of the Roman Church 
than they have among Protestants. Criticism of Mr. 
Kennedy’s position of seeming to put his oath of 
loyalty to the Constitution above conscience was 
almost universal in the Roman Catholic press. 

Ave Maria, national weekly published at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame, reacted vigorously, saying, 
“Such thinking contains a serious flaw. Something 
does indeed take precedence over the obligation to 
uphold the Constitution — namely, conscience.” A 
Jesuit magazine, America, commented, “Mr. Ken- 
nedy doesn’t really believe that.” The Providence 
Visitor said that Mr. Kennedy had “overstated his 
case . . . Man’s highest allegiance is to God, to his 
conscience before God.” The major diocesan papers 
reacted more in sorrow than in anger, according to 
Church and State, in an apparent disposition to 
withhold comment until after the fate of Kennedy’s 
candidacy has been determined. 

This is exactly what happened in 1928, when the 
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Roman Catholic press did not criticize Al Smith for 
his credo. It was not until after Smith was de- 
feated that the Vatican, in effect, repudiated him. 

Many Protestants will, of course, agree that man’s 
highest allegiance is indeed to God and conscience. 
But for a devout Roman Catholic, “conscience” 
means the teachings and directives of the Church. 
The Roman Church assumes the right and preroga- 
tive of determining what a Catholic’s conscience is. 

The Rev. John Sheridan, Roman cleric writing 
in Roman Catholic Tidings, declares: “There is no 
conflict between the dictates of a Catholic’s con- 
science and those of his Church for the simple rea- 
son that the dictates of his conscience will always 
follow and reflect those of his Church . . . For its 
members, conscience is actually formed by the de- 
crees of the Church.” An even higher authority, 
Cardinal Mercier, said, “The papacy—the accepted 
and cherished supremacy of one conscience over all 
consciences!” 

The fact that the Roman Catholic Church makes 
political demands upon its members is dangerous 
because Rome’s teachings are so clearly in opposi- 
tion to religious freedom and the separation of 
church and state. If Senator Kennedy is already 
subject to criticism from his Church, do we have 
reason to believe that any less pressure will be 
brought upon him if he should become President 
of the United States? That might happen, of course, 
since both the hierarchy and he as the first Roman 
Catholic President would be under the closest 
scrutiny. 

But sooner or later, with the first, or the second 
Roman Catholic President, the hierarchy would 
move in as it has done in many other countries and 
exert itself to control American life and government. 

Is there any way in which this religious issue can 
be resolved? Yes, there is one. Doubts about the 
wisdom of electing Senator John F. Kennedy could 
be resolved by a clarification from Pope John 
XXIII. If Pope John would give us the assurance 
which Senator Kennedy has personally given, the 
issue would disappear. 

Until that time it is important for Protestants, 
and all others who desire freedom of religion to 
continue in our nation, to elect a President free 
from any question that he may be coerced or con- 
trolled by an alien government and the totalitarian 
demands of the Vatican. END 

Reprinted by permission from THe Cuurcn HERALp, 

publication of The Reformed Church in America. 





i 


vist Taste d:the Seri 


3 (NAD RO YI ses bys ine eee Ann onvys Yn S. * 
7 24 -AYM 
yrsqen! y rt "eas ROWE 73 s my cautery 
i en % er aw BUBywy) 2 ynvonwwn ab 
VV twa -pry pists aay/Pvri ws yrw Ay ay aby weAYT A) 
7 wh a4 heh eM hy AA ARN YT tH 
yy yrbesn WK YY WTI wb aur VA MWA HES 4 
” WP A ERS) TORY SP IMIS TY yt 
wr © br pen sro 3 On Ne Baw) pe Ay Byres ors Kos -y) 
£3 aa raven mene mag pamas maar DIVA Das <4 
Ren 


Hrroorisennetans g 
yarn nd wan xibet way 
Ys WEVA Peau nsw: yen ashy sewn yu ceo 
WY PRS PNK Moa yrs yw yur I pry pe Ei 
* yecseny PY 2A Tay us ww b aK synths Sh qv) ‘3 anE 
Dhenw ys aes’, 


’ Te , 


“9 


2” 
oa 
; 
. 
& 

e | 


— 
al 
ts 


~~ i Pie 
TR ae Yes 


RAD RN TU YY Bs IR Pt Wk 4 OR) Vee wash 

WEIS YOM? PU IK oy KIVA BY’s shes) BKAY “Ata NAY Sarl rn 

i VS RD WOR) 

NODE) APPS) PMA 9 es pees A) 294 we a 


t 
yRTUM YY ANS stents hay tty | a) NY44 Rob Me 






















































































atte 


























by John R. W. Stott 


7 GREATEST, firmest ground for faith in the di- 
vine origin of Scripture is that Jesus Christ taught 
this. The living Word of God bore witness to the 
written Word of God. 

Let me give three examples of His opinion of the 
Scriptures and attitude toward them. 

First, Jesus believed the Scriptures. On the way 
to the Mount of Olives He turned to the disciples 
and said: “You will all fall away.” This categor- 
ical statement must have amazed and _ perplexed 
them. Hadn’t they sworn allegiance to Him and 
promised to be true to Him? Hadn’t they followed 
Him these three years without thought of home and 
comfort and security? How could He assert so defi- 
nitely and dogmatically that every one of them 
would desert Him? The answer is simple. “You 
will all fall away; for it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered’ (Mark 
14:27). It is because the Scriptures had said so, 
that He knew beyond doubt that this would come 
to pass. 

The progress of events at the end of Jesus’ career 
did not take Him by surprise. He knew that what 
had been written about Him would have its fulfil- 
ment. The word gegraptai, “it stands written,” was 
enough to remove every doubt and silence every 
objection. So, with an assurance and clarity that 
over-awed the twelve, He repeatedly predicted His 
death and His resurrection, because the Old Testa- 
ment had depicted the sufferings and the glory of 
the Christ. It was so plain to Him that He rebuked 
the Emmaus disciples after the resurrection: “O 
foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into 
his glory? And beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself” (Luke 24:25-27). 

No wonder Jesus could say: “Truly, I say to you, 
till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not 
a dot, will pass from the law until all is accom- 
plished” (Matthew 5:18), and later: “Scripture 
cannot be broken” (John 10:35). To Him the 
Scriptures were unbreakable because they are eter- 
nal. It was impossible that one Scripture should 
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fail or pass until it had been fulfilled. 

Second, Jesus obeyed the Scriptures. He prac- 
ticed what He preached. He said He believed in 
their divine origin, and He acted on His belief by 
submitting to their authority as the authority of 
God. He gladly, voluntarily accepted a position of 
humble subordination to them. He followed their 
teaching in His own life. 

The most striking example of this occurs during 
the period of temptation in the wilderness. The 
synoptic evangelists record the three principal temp- 
tations with which Jesus must later have told them 
He had been assaulted. Each time He countered 
the devil’s proposal with a quotation from Deuter- 
onomy 6 or 8, on which He appears to have been 
meditating at the time. 

It is incorrect to say that Jesus quoted Scripture 
at the devil. What He was doing was quoting Scrip- 
ture to Himself in the devil’s hearing. For instance 
when He said, “It is written, ‘Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve,’ ” 
or “It is written, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God,’” He was not telling Satan what to do and 
what not to do. He was not commanding Satan to 
worship God and forbidding him to tempt God. He 
was stating what He Himself would and would not 
do. Once again the word “It stands written” settled 
the issue for Him. What was written was as much 
the standard of His behavior as the criterion of His 
belief. 

Moreover, Jesus obeyed the Scriptures in His 
ministry as well as in His private conduct. The Old 
Testament set forth the nature of the mission He 
had come to fulfil, He knew that He was the 
anointed King, the Son of man, the suffering ser- 
vant, the smitten shepherd of Old Testament proph- 
ecy, and He resolved to fulfil to the letter what was 
written of Him. Thus, “The Son of man goes as it 
is written of him” (Mark 14:21), and “Behold, we 
are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is 
written of the Son of man by the prophets will be 
accomplished” (Luke 18:31). 

Jesus felt a certain compulsion, to which He often 
referred, to conform His ministry to the prophetic 
pattern. Even as a twelve-year-old, this sense of 
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necessity had begun to grip Him: “Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 

What is the meaning of this “must” which we 
hear again and again? It was the compulsion of 
Scripture, the inner constraint to fulfil the messianic 
role which He found portrayed in the Old Testament 
and which He had voluntarily assumed. So, “He 
began to teach them that the Son of man must suf- 
fer many things” (Mark 8:31). “I must work the 
works of him that sent me while it is day” (John 
9:4). When Peter attempted to defend Him in the 
garden and prevent His arrest, He forbade him, 
saying: “How then should the scriptures be ful- 
filled, that it must be so?” (Matthew 26:54). Again, 
“Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things?” (Luke 24:26). 

Third, Jesus quoted the Scriptures. He made 
them the standard of reference when engaged in 
debate with His critics. To Him the Scriptures were 
the arbiter in every dispute, the canon (literally, a 
carpenter’s rule) to measure and judge what was 
under discussion, the criterion by which to test every 
idea. He made the Scriptures the final court of 
appeal. 

This can be seen from His attitude toward the 
religious parties of His day, the Sadducees and the 
Pharisees. 

When the Sadducees (who denied the immortality 
of the soul, the resurrection of the body, and the 
existence of spirits and angels) came to Him with 
their trick question about the condition in the next 
world of a woman married and widowed seven 
times, He replied: “You do greatly err,” or “Is not 
this why you are wrong, that you know neither the 





scriptures nor the power of God?” (Mark 12:24). 
He went on to refute them, not only in the silly 
problem they had propounded to Him, but in their 
whole theological position, quoting Exodus 3:6 and 
expounding its implications. 

As for the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus rejected 
their innumerable, man made rules and traditions 
and referred them back to the Word of God. 
Whether the question was sabbath observance, cere- 
monial laws, or marriage and divorce, He made His 
appeal to the original divine Word. They made the 
word of God void by their tradition, He said. “You 
have a fine way of-rejecting the commandment of 
God, in order to keep your tradition!” (Mark 
7:13, 9). 

And during the’ Sermon on the Mount, in the six 
paragraphs introduced by the formula “You have 
heard that it hath been said . . . but I say to you,” 
Jesus is not contradicting the law of Moses, but 
rather the unwarranted scribal interpretations of 
Moses’ law. This is clear from the fact that He has 
just said, “Think not that I have come to abolish 
the law and the prophets; I have come not to abol- 
ish them but to fulfil them” (Matthew 5:17). Be- 
sides, where does the law say “You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy” (v. 43)? The law 
says “Thou shalt love thy neighbor.” It was the 
scribes who attempted to restrict the reference of 
this command to friends and kinsmen, and Jesus 
rejected their interpretation. 

All this is of the greatest importance. Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of God, with all His supernatural 
knowledge and wisdom, accepted and endorsed the 
divine origin and authority of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. He believed them, He obeyed them in 
His life and ministry, He quoted them in debate 
and controversy. 

The question is then, Are we to regard lightly 
the Scriptures to which He gave His reverent as- 
sent? Can we repudiate what He embraced? Are 
we prepared to part company with Him on this issue 
and assert that He was mistaken? 

He who said “I am the truth” undoubtedly spoke 
the truth. If Jesus taught that the Scriptures were 
a divine word and witness, the Christian is com- 
mitted to believe this. In the last resort it is not 
what the rationalists and critics say, or even what 
the theologians and churches say. What matters 
supremely is, What did Jesus Christ say? 

TO BE CONCLUDED 

Reprinted from Curist1Anity Topay by permission. 
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Ay? 


Gordon J. Van Wylen 


feviows AND GIRLS today are in college for vari- 
ous reasons. 

Some come for a good time, others because of 
parental prodding or social pressure. Economic re- 
wards and the associated security are often the driv- 
ing motive (“I want to get ahead”). Fortunately 
many students are in college for scholarly reasons: 
to acquire knowledge and develop the intellect. 

I believe that, for the Christian undergraduate, 
scholarship is one of the most important reasons for 
being in college. Every Christian undergraduate 
should be a good student. I believe this because a 
Christian student is one who acknowledges Jesus 
Christ as the Lord of his entire life. This involves 
his time, money, and intellect as well as every other 
facet of life. 

Attending college will require approximately ten 
per cent of the remaining days of his life, and cer- 
tainly a Christian who knows Christ’s command to 
redeem the time cannot dissipate these years in 
frivolous, undirected college living. Attending col- 
lege will require considerable money, either from 
parents, relatives, friends or his own resources or 
work. The Christian is under obligation to use his 
money for God’s glory, and he does this when he 
attends college for a God-given purpose. The intel- 
lectual, scholarly approach is such a purpose. 

God has been pleased to give man an intellect, 
which potentially enables him to know his Creator, 
to understand himself and his fellow man, and to 
follow God’s command to subdue the earth. Col- 
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WERE YOU AT URBANA? 

ARE You one of those whom God met at an Ur- 
bana Missionary Convention? If so, your written 
testimony might be instrumental in encouraging 
some student to go in December 1961. 

Possibly you saw His hand in getting you there, 
making you eager to go, providing parents’ con- 
sent or funds. Maybe at the convention you be- 
came an intelligent disciple in the area of mis- 
sions, one who is eager to go anywhere He calls. 
Perhaps at Urbana you were called to another 
country. 

If you think your experience might be helpful, 
please type it out in no more than one double- 
spaced typewritten page and send it to the His 
Editor, 1519 North Astor, Chicago 10, Ill. Please 
be personal and specific. Don’t present princi- 
ples; report your experience. 


leges and universities exist (at least ideally — and 
here the Christian is an idealist) for scholarly pur- 
poses and intellectual development. 

This implies at least two things. First of all a 
student must gain understanding of the wisdom and 
knowledge acquired in previous generations. How 
much we owe to intellectual giants of the past, for 
so few of us are able to make outstanding original 
contributions. With the great increase in knowledge 
which characterizes life today, much energy and 
time are required simply to master the knowledge 
already acquired, and usually this mastery is essen- 
tial to the solution of the problems we face. Supe- 
rior solutions could often be found in less time if 
the men involved had a more complete mastery of 
knowledge already available. 

The second purpose of college is to develop in- 
tellectual power: a creative, scholarly attitude and 
a desire to push back the frontiers of knowledge. 
Certainly this is more difficult than being a good 
custodian of the knowledge of the past. Nonetheless 
this should be a goal of the Christian undergraduate, 
and he should keep in mind the outstanding contri- 
butions that some men have made while still young. 

The Christian undergraduate has a particular re- 
sponsibility as a scholar, arising from the fact that 
he is a Christian. In the Scriptures he has a source 
of wisdom and knowledge which requires the same 
scholarly diligence as his other studies. The Bible 
is relevant to every area of life. It is able to pro- 
vide answers to the “why” and “purpose” questions 
which cannot be answered by science and man-cen- 
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tered philosophy. Diligent study of this book is 
essential to collegiate discipleship. The Christian 
will also want to read books about the Bible written 
on the college level by Christian scholars. He may 
even want to learn Greek in order to read the New 
Testament in the original. 

If he then studies sociology, he will look at man’s 
problems in relation to God and sin, and find the 
solution through salvation in Christ. This does not 
mean that he will ignore the contributions of non- 
Christian sociologists, but it does mean that he will 
weigh what is taught in light of Scripture and at- 
tempt to develop a thoroughly Christian view of 
sociology. He will test everything, and hold fast 
what is good. This is the responsibility of Christian 
students in every field of study. 

In this area the Christian student is at a certain 
disadvantage today. (But this only adds to his re- 
sponsibility). The disadvantage is that although for 
centuries Christians were at the forefront of schol- 
arly activity, in the present century most Christians 
have neglected their responsibility and tended to 
develop a defensive, anti-intellectual attitude. 

Many signs seem to indicate a significant change 
in this regard, and we can be thankful for this. 
Yet timely, scholarly writing from a Christian per- 
spective is often lacking. The Christian undergrad- 
uale has to search carefully for such works, and in 
all cases he must think for himself in light of Scrip- 
ture and in humble dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit. When such habits are acquired as an under- 
graduate the foundations are laid in his life for 
scholarly service to God, the church and society. 

Now some of you may say, Isn’t the prime pur- 
pose of a Christian on a secular campus to be a 
witness? Isn’t this an important emphasis in Inter- 
Varsity’s ministry? 

Let’s look at it from the point of view of mission- 
ary work. We often hear that the best missionaries 
are those who identify themselves with the people 
whom they would win, who speak their language, 
eat their food and share their culture. 

The same thing is true on campus. Christians 
who would win other students to Jesus Christ must 
be genuine students themselves. They must be able 
to enter the intellectual activity of their colleagues, 
and in this framework, witness to the gospel of 
God’s grace. It isn’t a matter of either scholarship 
or witness, but rather the necessity for both. And 
speaking of missionaries, what better preparation is 

(Continued on page 23) 
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TREND of thought 


Church and State (Bulletin of POAU) An article in Osservatore Romano 

the Vatican newspaper, warned against attempts to "detach Catholics from the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy, restricting relations between the two to the mere 
sphere of sacred ministry and proclaiming the believer's full autonomy in 

the civil sphere....A Catholic can never prescind (that is, isolate himself 
--Ed.) from the teachings and directives of the Church. In every sector of 
his activity he must inspire his public and private conduct by the laws and 
instructions of the hierarchy." --(Material on this subject is available from 
Protestants and Other Americans United, 1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C.) 





Look Magazine No Catholic can deny that a great many official documents, 
produced with the approval of the very highest authorities of the Catholic 
Church, argue that in a completely Catholic state, freedom may rightly be 
denied non-Catholics, under Catholic law. This concept, derived from Leo 
XIII's encyclical Christian Constitution of States, is taught to American 
Catholic students today. It appears as follows in the important Catholic 
textbook Catholic Principles of Politics by Msgr. John A, Ryan and Father 
Francis J. Boland..,.published under the imprimatur of Cardinal Spellman: 
"The State should officially recognize the Catholic religion as the religion 
of the commonwealth." The authors then pose the question whether "no other 
religion should be tolerated," and answer it by saying: "Much depends upon 
circumstances and much depends on what is meant by toleration." They oppose 
outright conversion of non-Catholics by physical coercion, but in discussing 


_ freedom for Protestant doctrines (which they call "false doctrine") and non- 


Catholic forms of worship (which they consider "false religious worship"), 
they say: "If these are carried on within the family, or in such an incon- 
spicuous manner as to be an occasion neither of scandal nor of perversion to 
the faithful, they may properly be tolerated by the state. At least this is 
the approved Catholic doctrine concerning the religious rites of the unbap- 
tized..../ "Quite distinct from the performance of false religious worship 
and preaching to the members of the erring sect, is the propagation of false 
doctrine among Catholics. This could become a source of injury, a positive 
menace, to the religious welfare of true believers, Against such an evil, 
they have a right of protection by the Catholic state....Since no rational 
end is promoted by the dissemination of false doctrine, there exists no right 
to indulge in this practice....Error has not the same rights as truth." 
--the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, 


News from NAE (National Association of Evangelicals) The "legal" kidnap- 
ing" of three children of a Presbyterian father in Medellin, Colombia, which 
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was instigated by a Catholic priest, has been upheld by Roman Catholic of- 
ficials in that country. Police seized the three children of Juan Osorio 
last April with an official warrant issued by the Juvenile Court judge and 
initiated by Msgr. Tulio Botero-Salazar and the Archdiocesan Tribunal./ The 
official explanation of the seizure of the children is contained in a state- 
ment forwarded to the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia by the Roman Cath- 
olic Bishops! Council. Signed by Father Francisco A, Duque, the statement 
argued in defense of the kidnaping as follows: "The children received the sac- 
rament of baptism at the direct request of their father, before he abandoned 
the Catholic faith and committed the crime of heresy by joining a Protestant 
sect....This means that the children are subjects of the Catholic Church and 
are under its jurisdiction in everything related to their faith and religious 
education. The defection of the father from the Catholic faith and his ac- 
ceptance of a heretical Protestant sect does not in the least modify the prom 
ise made by him before his crime, nor does it nullify the jurisdiction which 
the Church has over his children. In a matter so serious as the Catholic edu- 
cation of children, in which nothing less than eternal salvation is at stake, 
responsibility may not be evaded by the capricious will of parents, The re- 
sponsibility binds them still; and if they do not wish to fulfil it, then the 
Church, by virtue of the jurisdiction which she has over both them and their 
children, may take them from their care and turn them over to such persons 

as will give them a Catholic education," 


Did you notice that these three children were kidnaped by police at the com- 
mand of the Roman Catholic Church? The power of the Roman Catholic Church 
over the state, even in such an extreme matter, results from an agreement 
made between the Colombian government and the Pope. This agreement shows 
the nature of the Vatican's long-range goal to extend its religious power 
over civil government. Quotations from this agreement (called a concordat) 
follow: 


"The Roman Catholic Apostolic Religion is the religion of Colombia; the Pub- 
lic Powers recognize it as an essential element of the social order, and they 
are bound to protect and enforce respect for it and its ministers, leaving to 
it at the same time the full enjoyment of its rights and prerogatives....The 
Catholic Church will enjoy complete liberty and independence of the civil 
power, and consequently there shall be no intervention of this (civil) power 
in the free exercise of its (the Church's) spiritual authority and ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction, its government and administration conforming to its own 
laws....Canonical legislation is independent of the civil law, and forms no 
part of its; but it will be solemnly respected by the authorities of the Repub- 


lic....To all sentences of competent ecclesiastical courts the civil authority 


will grant its aid and support, so that the (ecclesiastical) Judges may en- 
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force and execute the penalties and sentences pronounced by them in the sphere } 


of their competence." --Quoted in the bulletin of the Evangelical Confederation 


of Colombia. 


--by the Editor| 
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does “His right hand” mean? What would happen to you if He with- 
drew His right hand from you? (3) Vv. 10-14. What was one of the 
purposes of the prophets? What does exposure of sins do? Do you 
search the Scriptures seeking from the Holy Spirit an exposure of your 
sins? (Hymn 145) 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 

LAMENTATIONS 2:15-22 (1) How was Jerusalem once described? How 
is the city described now? (Review wv. 1-9). (2) .V. 17 shows that this 
is the result of God’s fulfilling His purpose. Could He have done other- 
wise? Why not? What was demanded from the people? What would 
God have done had there been a positive response (cf. Jeremiah 18:8, 
11, 12)? Do you comprehend the awfulness of sin in your life? Have 
you today sought the Lord’s forgiveness? (3) Did any escape the judg- 
ment (v. 22)? Have you sought out your friends to tell them of the 


coming Judge and of forgiveness by Him? 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 

LAMENTATIONS 3:1-24 This chapter begins with Jeremiah’s personal 
sufferings. List the different ways that God is described as physically 
overwhelming him. Describe the impression you get from these verses. 
Is spiritual solace possible (vv. 8, 18)? Does he have any peace? What 
response would you expect? (2) What does the writer do? When you 
get into a difficult situation do you remember God? Think back into 
your own experience. What has God done for you? (Try to explain 
cliches. What do these things mean to you today?) (Hymn 4) 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 

LAMENTATIONS 3:19-26 (1) Use a dictionary to learn the meaning of 
wormwood and gall. (2) What changes the author’s attitude to hope? 
How are the love and mercies of the Lord described? Can you look 
back into your own life and say the same thing? How is He daily mer- 
ciful to you? (3) What did it mean to Jeremiah to wait quietly? What 
spiritual axiom must one see to be able to do so? Pray that He will 
give you grace to be still and know that He is God. (Hymn 4) 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 

LAMENTATIONS 3:27-36 (1) What is the yoke in v. 27? Yesterday we 
saw that for a man to wait for the Lord he must comprehend that He 
is Lord of every situation. With this in mind, why is it good to bear 
a yoke? What attitude should it develop? (2) Why can we be willing 
to submit to humiliation (vv. 31, 32)? Does God act maliciously (v. 32)? 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 24 

NAHUM 3 From the description and metaphor in wv. 1-4, what were some 
of the sins of Nineveh? Are these sins evident today? Notice the 
strength of the city, her defenses and alliances. Would these stand 
against the onslaught of the enemy? What kinds of defenses do wicked 
people gather about themselves today? Are they sufficient against God’s 
wrath? What is? Read John 3:36 and thank the Father for sending 
His Son. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25 

ZEPHANIAH 1:1-2:3 Zephaniah warned all nations, including Judah, of 
the coming time of judgment, “the day of the Lord.” Notice the uni- 
versal nature of the judgment. How would you label the four categories 
of people in wv. 5, 6 (e.g., 5b: double-minded)? What will be some 
men’s estimate of God before the judgment? Pick out the conditions 
that will characterize the day of the Lord; cf. II Peter 3:10. What is 
the rea$on for this judgment (1:17)? (2:1-3) What is their only hope 


for deliverance? See II Peter 3:9. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26 

ZEPHANIAH 2:4-15 After a general warning to all the nations, Zephani- 
ah singled out cities and nations for specific warning. Find these places 
on a Bible map and notice their location with respect to Judah. What 
was their relationship to God’s people (v. 10)? What would be their 
attitude toward the Lord after their punishment (11b)? See Psalm 
9:16, 20. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 

ZEPHANIAH 3 Zephaniah directed this part of his warning toward Jeru- 
salem. Of what specific sins were the people of the city guilty? What 
groups of people were among the offenders? How had the Lord pre- 
viously warned them? How had they responded to His warnings? What 
would be the consequence of their continued sin? Do you think this 
warning is relevant to the U.S. today? (Vv. 9-13) What would be the 
Lord’s purpose in punishing the people of Judah? (14-20) What was 
in store for them beyond the punishment? Has the Lord ever punished 
you? What should be your response? Read Hebrews 12:5-11. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 
HABAKKUK 1:1-11 Habakkuk’s writing is a dialog between himself 
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life? Are you in full accord with God’s working in the past? Are you 
willing to submit in the future? (2) The book ends on a note of de- 
spair: God apparently has rejected them. To whom does Jeremiah turn 
for salvation? (3) List the basic attributes of God and think about 
them. Pray that in the day of trial He will give you faith in Him. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12 

PSALM 66 With what command does this Psalm begin? To whom is it 
addressed? Note throughout the Psalm the specific attributes and works 
of God for which the Psalmist praises Him. In what way do you share 
in God’s special blessings to the Israelites? What comparable events 
can you look back to as a Christian and praise God for? From the 
example of this Psalm, what way do you see to turn from discourage- 


ment to praise? 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 

PSALM 96 (Vv. 1-3) What is to be the subject matter of our song to 
the Lord? Is praise to God obligatory only to those who acknowledge 
Him as Lord? From this universal obligation toward God, what can you 
infer about spreading the gospel (e.g., the necessity of missions, the 
starting point of ‘our message)? (4-6) How is God’s greatness de- 
scribed? (7-13) From this section make an outline of what you are to 
tell the world about God. What specific things can you add to this 
message from your historical perspective which the Psalmist could not 
include? Compare your outline with Paul’s address given on Mars Hill 
(Acts 17:22). 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 

PSALM 97 (Vv. 1-6) How is the Lord described? How would you react 
to this kind of God? How did the earth react? (7) Since God is like 
this, what does the Psalmist conclude with regard to those who wor- 
ship idols? What does he say about the idols (gods) themselves? 
(8, 9) Why could Zion rejoice in God when the rest of the earth was 
trembling? (10-12) To whom is this section addressed? What benefits 
does God grant to those who love Him? Consider the fact that God 
who is so exalted shows concern for those who belong to Him. Contrast 
this view of God with the view in vv. 2-4. Are these views compatible? 
What should be the reaction of the righteous to God? 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 

PSALM 98 (Vy, 1-3) What is the reason for this magnificent song of 
praise? What kind of salvation is the Psalmist giving thanks for? What 
is the relationship between this salvation and the event prophesied in 





=a 2 Cert © WO 
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v. 9? What aspects of God’s character are revealed through His salva- 
tion? (4-9) Who is to participate in celebrating the coming of the 
Lord? In what manner are they to express their joy? For what purpose 
is the Lord coming? Why does His coming in judgment cause rejoicing? 


Do you rejoice in the Lord’s coming? 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 

psALM 99 How is the Lord described in each section of the Psalm (vv. 
1-3; 4, 5; 6-9)? What statement about God concludes each section? 
Define holiness. What should be men’s response to knowledge of this 
God? What has been the experience of some men with Him? In what 


ways is your relationship to God parallel with theirs? 


MONDAY, CCTOBER 17 

PSALM 101 List the vows the Psalmist makes. Note what areas of his 
life are included. If you made these vows, what specific things in your 
life would have to be changed? (Check the phrase, a perfect heart, in 
a concordance and see what it means in terms of individual lives.) How 
can the Psalmist’s attitude toward the wicked be reconciled to the com- 
mand to love your enemies? Remember that loving your enemies doesn’t 
mean that you must overlook or approve their deeds. Is your life of a 
quality that challenges others to live righteously? 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 

PSALM 102 (Vv. 1, 2) What did the Psalmist do when he was in dis- 
tress? What do you generally do? (3-11) What was the cause of his 
distress? How was he affected? Translate the figures of speech into 
terms that you can understand. (12-22) With what thought did the 
Psalmist console himself? Note the different groups of people who 
praised God as a result of His building up Zion. Do you have the same 
confidence in God’s ultimate victory? (23-28) Though the days of the 
Psalmist were shortened, he found consolation in the eternity of God. 
From this fact what did he infer with regard to his descendants? Con- 
sider from this passage the changelessness of God and the resulting 
certainty of His promises. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 

psALM 103 To whom is the Psalm addressed? What does the Psalmist 
remind himself to do? List the benefits for which he is thankful. Do 
you take time often to remind yourself of all God’s benefits? What can 
you discover about the character of God? To whom does the Lord show 
loving kindness (vv. 11, 13, 17)? What does it mean to fear God? Are 
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World IN TRANSIT 


“Wagging the Dog An African said something like this to me 
on one occasion: "Our missionaries are educating us and healing us, but they 


are not teaching us about the Lord." Then, very recently, a missionary doctor 
with the highest specialist qualifications wrote: "It is bad when the church 
sees the tail wagging the dog; it is worse when it can see no organic connec- 
tion between tail and dog and concludes that the tail is more important than 
the dog. Quite unwittingly the impression has been created in many quarters 
that missionaries are an agency for the provision of education and medical 
facilities rather than a company of Christians sent by the home churches with 
the declared purpose of winning men and women to Jesus Christ and building 


them into His church," --From a letter by W. C. Lees, Borneo Evangelical Mis- 
sion, in The Christian Graduate. 


Refreshing Phenomena Their religious nature being what it 
is, Africans tend to see human beings in terms not only of father but of di- 
vinely possessed fathers. The chief, the witchdoctor, the rain-maker, the 
nationalist leaders are all credited with more than human powers./ The sim- 
plicity and the rather lower-middle-class home life of missionaries is a salu- 
tary corrective to this tendency, When the big leaders do not deliver the goods, 
when the political hangers-on ride around in flashy cars and loll in luxurious 
surroundings, when scandals are revealed, when the endless conferences and in- 
ternational hand-shakings turn out to be fruitless--when disillusionment des- 
cends on the people, the missionary comes to rekindle faith in honest work. 
The missionary's little car, his strict moral standards, his humble church 
and house are refreshing "non-contemporaneous" phenomena in a go-getting na- 
tionalist world, and the guarantee of the missions! survival. --Leo Silber- 
man, noted South African sociologist, in The Christian Century. 


Women Soldiers In the goodness of God I arrived (at Banga- 
lore) according to schedule and was warmly received by an "all-girl" recep- 
tion committee. To the shame of all Christian men I must confess that this 
is a fairly typical missionary picture, The women so far outnumber the men 
on the mission fields that I am embarrassed to mention it.... I am a man 
but I must and do pay tribute to God's army of women soldiers who are enduring 
hardness in jungles and mountains, among primitive, pagan people in hazardous, 
disease-ridden places, daily facing the devil in his strongholds for Christ's 
Sake and the gospel's, Since being in missionary work these several years I 
can better understand Paul's warm words of commendation for women workers re- 
corded in Romans 16, --Harold W. Jackson, in Brown’ Gold. 
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Cultural Shock Culture shock is precipitated by the anxi- 
ety that results from losing all our familiar signs and symbols of social 
intercourse, These signs or cues include the thousand and one ways in which 
we orient ourselves to the situations of daily life: when to shake hands and 
what to say when we meet people, when and how to give tips, how to give orders 
to servants, how to make purchases, when to accept and when to refuse invita- 
tions, when to take statements seriously and when not..../ Now when an individ- 
ual enters a strange culture, all or most of these familiar cues are removed, 
He or she is like a fish out of water. No matter how broadminded or full of 
good will you may be, a series of props has been knocked from under you, followed 
by a feeling of frustration and anxiety. People react to the frustration in much 
the same way. First they reject the environment which causes the discomfort: 
"the ways of the host country are bad because they make us feel bad." When 
Americans or other foreigners in a strange land get together to grouse about 
the host country and its people, you can be sure they are suffering from cul- 
ture shock, Another phase of culture shock is regression, The home environ- 
ment suddenly assumes a tremendous importance. To an American everything Ameri- 
can becomes irrationally glorified. All the difficulties and problems are for- 
gotten and only the good things back home are remembered, It usually takes a 
trip home to bring one back to reality./ «-eThe question now arises, What can 
you do to get over culture shock as quickly as possible? The answer is to get 
to know the people of the host country. But this you cannot do with any suc- 
cess without knowing the language, for language is the principal symbol system 
of communication....Once you begin to be able to carry on a friendly conversa- 
tion with your maid, your neighbor, or go on shopping trips alone you not only te 
gain confidence and a feeling of power but a whole new world of cultural mean- 
ings opens up for you./ You begin to find out not only what and how people do 
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things but also what their interests are. These interests, people usually ex- /} - 
press by what they habitually talk about and how they allocate their time and f - 
money. Once you know this value or interest pattern it will be quite easy to . 
get people to talk and to be interested in you. When we say people have no in- ' os 
terest, we usually admit the fact that we have not bothered to find out, --Dr. 4 
Kalervo Olberg, formerly with U.S. Overseas Mission in Brazil (Technical As- ox 
sistance Quarterly Bulletin). 7 is 
e lif 
Incentives We have often been asked how God called us to de 


missionary work in West Pakistan. To answer this question directly could 
obscure for some at least a more vital question. It seems to us that the big 4 
question is not "Where should I be a witness?" but rather "Am I prepared to 
witness at all?" This is the issue, There would be less anxiety about the 
gaps in the work overseas, if there were more people witnessing at home, But | h 
there is a deeper issue involved than even this. It is not "Am I witnessing . ™ 
for Him?" It is rather "Do I really love Him?" ...There is no more powerful . 
incentive to witness to Him than a deep love for Him. --letter from Jock and > 3:) 
Gwendy Anderson, Bible & Medical Missionary Fellowship. | 
" 


--by Lois S, Thiessen 
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WHY STUDY? 

(Continued from page 14) 
there for missionary work than a serious, scholarly 
undergraduate career? 

This doesn’t mean, of course, that unless a stu- 
dent is elected to Phi Beta Kappa he is a failure. 
Rather it means that he is responsible to use to the 
fullest the intellectual ability which God has given, 
and to leave the results and honors to Him. 

I would suggest three precautions to Christian 
students. First is the danger of neglecting to live 
a balanced life. To a certain extent I implied this 
in what I said about being a witness, but it is 
broader than that. It implies a devotional life, with 
adequate time for Bible study and prayer, regular 
church attendance, recreation, and one’s family. It 
probably means active participation in the local, 
IVCF, NCF or FMF group. Such a balanced life calls 
for discipline, the wisdom and grace of God, and 
the same scholarly diligence in Bible study and 
Christian reading as in physics and philosophy. 

The second precaution involves the standards and 
presuppositions of the world. When a Christian 
studies under an outstanding non-Christian scholar, 
it is often hard to keep in mind that his purpose is 
to glorify God, not himself, and to serve his fellow 
man, not use him. It also means that he must be 
sensitive to the basic presuppositions of life, realiz- 
ing the difference between those of the Christian 
and non-Christian, and therefore the different con- 
clusions of those who hold them. Many intellectual 
battles are fought on peripheral matters rather than 
on basic presuppositions. 

Finally the Christian student must realize that 
conduct is an important aspect of wisdom. “Who 
is wise and understanding among you? By his good 
life let him show his works in the meekness of wis- 
dom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false 
to the truth. This wisdom is not such as comes 
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devil- 
ish. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice. But 
the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity” (James 
3:13-17). 

God desires to raise up HIS readers as Christian 
scholars, men and women who will live for His glory 
and be used by Him to win many to faith in Jesus 
Christ. END 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
(Continued from outside back cover) 


to think and pray together about the possibility of 
using their time of study in Europe as a means of 
witness for the Lord Jesus. They organized the 
Varsity Ensemble, with the purpose of using music 
to gain an entrance for the gospel among groups 
of Europeans not reached by usual types of mission- 
ary work. They wrote letters for prayer and for 
help in making contacts in Europe. A year ago they 
set out for Salzburg, Austria. Last summer they 
returned home with an account of praise and thanks- 
giving concerning the Lord’s blessing upon their 
ministry. The four students, Donna Bergstrom and 
Louanne Fuchs of Oak Park, IIl.; Stephen Clapp of 
Ramsey, N. J., and Rodney Schmidt of Salem, Ore., 
combined their musical talent with a warm tes- 
timony as to what the Lord Jesus meant to them. 
They presented their program in churches, army 
camps, prisons, at outdoor rallies, and in music halls 
and on radio stations. They worked with mission 
boards, Youth for Christ, army chaplains, local pas- 
tors, and with college student groups similar to IvcF. 
One conference was with 100 Swiss and German 
students. Their ministry took them to Italy, France, 
West Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands. 
One highlight of their ministry came as a result 
of a service in West Germany’s high security prison. 
Afterwards one of the men wrote: “First, I must 
thank you from my whole heart, you and your 
friends, because I have never had so much joy in 
my life until the day after Easter when you were 
here . . . I was a bad man, too, but Jesus has 
washed all my sins away and now I am happy in 
this house, too... ” 

IOWA STATE TEACHERS (Cedar Falls): The 1vcr 
chapter has a radio program, “The Living Word,” 
on the campus station. The weekly half-hour pro- 
gram has been on the air longer than any other 
program. 

WASHINGTON STATE U.: Chapter executives met at 
Campus by the Sea and planned the year’s program. 
Three girls came to trust in Christ as a result of 
daily prayer meetings and an evangelistic message. 
During Orientation Week chapter members visited 
freshman and transfer students in living units. A 
table was set up in the registration line in the 
union building. The first meeting in September in- 
cluded personal testimonies and a message by Dr. 
T. C. Long of the mathematics department. 

(Concluded on page 34) 
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the privilege 
of suffering 
FRANCIS R. STEELE 





Wir do Christians suffer? 

We must note first of all that there are two kinds 
of suffering: deserved and undeserved. I am not 
here concerned with suffering which is the just 
deserts of foolish or sinful behavior. “For what 
glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye take it patiently?” (I Peter 2:20). “But let none 
of you suffer as . . . an evildoer” (I Peter 4:15). 

But what about undeserved suffering? Why is it 
permitted? How should we react? 

The Bible says that God permits suffering to come 
into the lives of His children as a special privilege, 
that it is an experience to be sought from Him for 
His glory. 

The Lord Jesus laid the foundation of this truth 
in His teaching and it was later developed further 
by the Apostles. Let us see what they have to say 
and ask God to clarify our thinking on this mis- 
understood point. 

The whole matter is summarized thus by the 
Lord: “These things I have spoken unto you, that 
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have over- 
come the world” (John 16:33). The first statement 
is conditional: “ye might have.” The second is un- 
conditional: “ye shall have.” 

If we fail to understand the principles under 
which God is operating in this present world we 
may well feel distraught and upset by our experi- 
ences. But if we understand His principles we may 
enjoy the tranquility of soul which resting in the 
promises and providence of God affords. Enjoy- 
ment of His peace is conditioned by our accepting 
His will. But in either case we shall experience 
tribulation. This is inescapable. In the very nature 
of things, there must be conflict between light and 
darkness, good and evil, the Christian and the world, 
just as there is between God and Satan. Peaceful 
co-existence between righteousness and unrighteous- 
ness is impossible. 

It is more difficult for North Americans to appre- 
ciate this than for Christians who live among hos- 
tile Muslim people in North Africa. The atmosphere 
of religious respectability and material abundance 
here blinds us to the world outside. We are easily 
deceived into equating our social, material comforts 
with the privileges and benefits we believe are right- 
fully ours because we are Christian. 
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This shows our ignorance of two facts. First, for 
the first few centuries of its life the Christian Church 
was despised and persecuted’ by the world; and 
second, the majority of our Christian brothers and 
sisters, living outside our artificial environment, are 
still under extreme hardship and persecution. 

But even more important, we have explicit teach- 
ing from the Lord about the elements of a life of 
discipleship. “Remember the word that I said unto 
you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you” (John 15:20). Or put another way, “It is 
enough for the servant to be as his lord” (Mat- 
thew 10:25). Who could wish for anything more? 
Isn’t that the goal of my life? 

Or is it? Do I have a mistaken concept of my 
desire when I sing “I would be like Jesus”? Don’t 
I really have in mind undescribable joys and pleas- 
ures flowing from a life of such sweetness and good- 
ness as I have never known before? If so, then I 
had better turn my eyes away from these dazzling 
dreams and listen to His voice again: “If the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you... If they have persecuted me, they will per- 
secute you also” (John 15:18, 20). 

Do I desire to be more than He was in this world; 
more popular, more comfortable? God forbid that 
He should ever have to say of me, “The world can- 
not hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of 
it, that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). 
God forbid that the world should ever see so much 
of itself in me or that I should be so attractive and 
congenial to it that it would look with favor on me 
while at the same time despising the Lord I profess. 

A word of caution is necessary at this point. The 
world hates Jesus because His life of holiness con- 
victs it of sin. That’s what He meant when He said, 
“They hated me without a cause” (John 15:25). 
There is no need for us to seek or produce occasion 
for suffering. No suffering brought on by stupid, 
sinful or selfish behavior glorifies God. “Let none 
of you suffer . . . as an evildoer.”” We should rather 
“seek after godliness and true holiness” and then 
“Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings” (I Peter 4:12, 13). 

It’s no great surprise to us that grossly sinful or 
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viciously anti-religious people treat us rudely or 
harmfully because of our witness for Christ, though, 
be assured, few of us in America ever know any- 
thing like the persecution of many of our Christian 
brothers overseas. Nevertheless, whether we wel- 
come such treatment or not, we can understand why 
it comes when it comes. Such people don’t know 
any better. Therefore we realize we ought to be 
patient with them no matter -what the cost. Whether 
we do or not, of course, is another matter. 

But what if unjust, undeserved treatment comes 
from believers? How easily and quickly we become 
hurt and resentful. Yet wasn’t this our Lord’s ex- 
perience? He was misunderstood by His closest dis- 
ciples, even His own family. He was deserted by 
all men at Calvary. He was blasphemously denied 
by one of the specially privileged three. And “as 
he was in the world so are we.” 

The Psalmist speaks of this when he cries out, 
“It was not an enemy that reproached me; then I 
could have borne it: neither was it he that hated 
me that did magnify himself against me; then I 
would have hid myself from him: but it was thou, 
a man, mine equal, my guide and mine acquaint- 
ance” (Psalm 55:12, 13). Not an enemy but a 
friend. It hurts deeply to remember that once “we 
took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the 
house of God in company” (v. 14), and then to dis- 
cover that although “the words of his mouth were 
smoother than butter . . . war was in his heart” 
(v. 21). 

“If an Arab had spat in my face on the street, 
then I could have understood and accepted it, but 
...” This was the heartbroken reply of one mis- 
sionary to another when the disloyalty of a colleague 
was revealed. Yes, that’s the difference. No matter 
how willing or able we may think we are to suffer 
reproach from unbelievers—though rarely tested at 
this point—it is an altogether different matter when 
it proceeds from a brother in Christ. Still, it is at 
exactly this point that we have the preeminent ex- 
ample of the Lord, “because Christ also [thus] suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps” (I Peter 2:21). 

We fail the test at this point since we have failed 
to heed His advice and warning: “In me ye (may) 
have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation.” 
The simple truth is that true, lasting peace can only 












be found in Christ; He is the only unfailing Friend. 
No one in the world is completely reliable or trust- 
worthy. It is unwise to lean too hard upon even 
the most saintly Christian. If we seek our peace 
only in Him, we will be satisfied. 

No matter what the source, most Christians’ reac- 
tion to suffering is more or less the same: bitter 
resentment or lugubrious silence. Further, some 
Christians seem to take morbid pleasure in having 
to “bear a cross,” as they put it. They take great 
pains to point out how patiently they are bearing 
their misfortune. 

What a disgraceful parody on Christian grace. 
Such behavior betrays the evil motive of selfish 
pride behind it. Bearing a cross (Mark 8:34) means 
being completely obedient to the Lord. It has no 
reference whatever to sickness, accidents, calamity 
or any other hardship as such. 

The answer to the problem lies in the heart of 
the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). Following a fa- 
miliar pattern in Semitic didactic literature are two 
groups of four statements, with the fourth of each 
as the major thought of the group. Notice the de- 
velopment. The first climax is, “Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.” 
Then comes the second group with its climax, 
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake.” The words that follow bring the 
lesson home personally. “Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.” 
And finally, “Rejoice and be exceeding glad.” 

This is an unnatural reaction. “I can imagine 
suffering wrongfully,” you might say, “yet I scarce- 
ly consider myself fortunate for it. But to rejoice in 
it...” Still that’s what Jesus said. No matter what 
the source, when we suffer for righteousness’ sake 
we should respond with joy. 

But let’s turn from the proposition to the practice 
of this grace. In Acts 5 we read of Peter and John 
who, having been twice falsely arrested and im- 
prisoned for preaching the gospel, were unjustly 
and cruelly beaten. Notice their reaction upon re- 
lease: “And they departed from the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for his name” (v. 41). 

Surely this is beyond the ability of most of us. 
But why is it? Isn’t it that we fail to recognize 
such undeserved suffering as a privilege? Surely 
this was the source of their joy. 

What light this throws on the question. Can it 
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be that I have been so blind in my complacency 
that I interpreted as a special blessing from God 
the almost total absence of suffering from my life? 
Why didn’t it ever occur to me to wonder if God 
spared me from suffering because He knew-I wasn’t 
worthy; that I have been kept from these privileged 
experiences because God knows I would disgrace 
Him in them? 

Have you ever prayed, “O God, cleanse me from 
the fault, the sin, that prevents me from witnessing 
with rejoicing heart the privilege of suffering any- 
thing for thy glory. Make me worthy to suffer 
shame for thy name.” 

Suffering for Jesus Christ is a privilege to be 
sought after for His glory. It is a gift of great 
price to be desired eagerly, not a disastrous calamity 
to be avoided if possible, and if not, then to be 
borne grudgingly. That’s what Paul meant when he 
said, “Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake” (Philippians 1:29). All of us readily 
acknowledge that to believe is a gift, a free gift of 
grace (the basic meaning of the verb in this verse). 
But few are prepared to accept suffering as a gra- 
cious gift of the same character. May God forgive 
us for our foolishness and teach us the value of this 
high privilege. 

Granted, then, that suffering for Christ’s sake is 
a privilege, I realize that I am not able of myself 
either honestly to seek or victoriously to bear suffer- 
ing of this kind. Are there spiritual resources avail- 
able for me? I can give intellectual assent to the 
proposition that what God wills for my life He is 
able to perform. But how? 

The answer to this involves a remarkable spiritual 
principle. I cannot know the power before or with- 
out the suffering. God is not prodigal in His giving. 
The God of all comfort (strength) has promised to 
undertake for me under certain conditions. “As the 
sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consola- 
tion also aboundeth by Christ” (II Corinthians 1:5). 

Would you know the abundant consolation of 
Jesus Christ? Would you know the preciousness of 
His presence, the strong comfort of His love? 

There is only one way. “As the sufferings .. . 
so the consolation.” The deeper the need, the 
greater the love. The more severe the testing, the 
more powerful the Presence. It is in the valley of 
the shadow of death that, in the fullest sense, “thou 
art with me.” END 

Reprinted by permission from the North Africa Mission. 
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JOHN WHITE irs staff worker in Argentina with 


I DREAMED last night about a huge flea, and this 
morning I found tiny telltale blood stains on my 
sheets. My hosts in the straw mattress had supped 
well on their guest. 


But who cares about discomforts when all around 
is such beauty? The pool around which our cabins 
are grouped reflects graceful palms and tall trees 
tufted with orchids. Draped with jungle, crazily 
vertical mountains clamber on one another’s shoul- 
ders in the sunshine and smile down on our forest 
glade. “Paradise could not be more beautiful,” one 
student said. 


Miss Ruth Siemens, an American school teacher 
from Sao Paulo, organized this camp before leaving 
for Europe and the States. It is in a national park 
two hours’ drive from Rio de Janeiro. Twenty stu- 
dents from four cities have come to study and listen 
to the Word of God. Though one or two seem 
frivolous, most, in spite of their Brazilian gaiety, 
are desperately in earnest. 


The students are in charge of the program. 
Gunars collected the fees and will “keep the books.” 
Wanglis, a boy with curly hair and dreamy blue 
eyes is in charge of administration. (Is he a little 
too dreamy?) Much of the time the program threat- 
ens to topple into a whirlpool of chaos. But though 
it wobbles it has never actually fallen. By some 
miracle, meetings take place more or less as planned. 
Meals, though late, are delicious. And above all, 
the Holy Spirit is speaking. 

This is obvious from the reaction of the students. 
For instance, I found Luis walking along a path in 
the woods early this morning, reading his New Tes- 
tament. Luis is a Roman Catholic over whose soul 
the light has just broken. As I caught up with him 
he said, “I am reading Romans. It is so important. 
But what does this verse mean?” He pointed to Ro- 
mans 3:20, “Therefore by the deeds of the law .. .” 
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AUGE, the Latin American Inter-Varsity 


It needed only a few words of explanation; then, 
“Yes, yes! Thank you! That makes it clear. I 
understand now.” 


Other students with troubled eyes have come after 
the meetings to explain their problems and ask for 
help. Some have begged me to visit their cities. 


“Please come!” three girls pleaded last night. 
“We will arrange meetings. We will bring our un- 
saved friends.” 

But I am in Brazil for only six weeks. In that 
time I must visit the major cities in a country larger 
than the United States. There is not time for every- 
thing. 

Kind friends in Sao Paulo have done what they 
can. Bob Young worked valiantly while he was 
here. Other workers have made flying visits. But 
there is no regular Latin American staff worker 
here, and help is urgently required. 


As I write I can hear the murmur of Brazilian 
voices. The students are engrossed in their morning 
Bible study. For some of them it is a new experi- 
ence, and they will want to start studies in their 
own universities. What will the outcome be? 


I believe it will be a movement of the Spirit of 
God among Brazilian students. But Brazil needs 
Brazilian workers. Desperately. Now. 


Will you pray such workers into existence? 


“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send forth laborers into his harvest.” END 


[If you are one of the 800 His subscribers who recently 
received a questionnaire about His, you may recall the 
letters AUGE in the matching section. Dr. White’s article 
will make it clear that AUGE does not stand for an African 
white-supremacy gestapo, as some seemed to think. For 
further information about AUGE or student work in Brazil, 
write to the His Editor, 1519 North Astor, Chicago 10.—Ed.] 
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an IVCF president reports / clark pinnock 





[This evaluation of the 1vF at University of Toronto was 
written by Clark Pinnock, president of the group. Its forth- 
right appraisal of the school year just ended provides a 
model that could well be copied elsewhere. There can be no 
consistent progress without vigorous evaluation.—Ed.] 


en REPORT is an examination of our basic pro- 
gram and attitudes in light of our guiding princi- 
ples. Compliments are soon forgotten or lead only 
to complacency, so I will come right to the point 
and make some positive suggestions. As I do this, 
I am conscious of standing under the judgment of 
God myself. 

On the whole our vcF chapter lacks clear under- 
standing of Inter-Varsity’s historical nature as an 
international movement. With this loss of perspec- 
tive, certain dynamic principles of Biblical faith 
have been obscured, principles which undergird our 
existence as a student witness to Jesus Christ. The 
vision of interpreting the Good News to every stu- 
dent has been unconsciously modified to harmonize 
with our own relative strength, instead of being 
rooted in the greatness of God’s promises. 

True, we study on a large campus where the task 


of communication is difficult. Further, the culture 
in which we live is marked by general apathy to- 
ward commitment of any kind. But it is easy to 
rationalize our failure to make any major impres- 
sion on our student generation, as though the difh- 
culty lay in organization or external factors. 

The vcF stands for the New Testament gospel that 
centres about our Lord Jesus Christ. We ask only 
the support of those who wish to undertake respon- 
sibility in student witness because they too have 
acknowledged Him as their Saviour. It is our in- 
tention to preach and to live purest Christianity. 
By an immediate encounter with the God of grace 
a person can enter a new world of existence; and 
then by His sustaining power he can daily receive 
strength to act in accord with his renewed moral 
consciousness. 

This life and message are pertinent to our cam- 
pus. Beneath its several masks, the sophisticated 
world of scholarship has a heart of flesh that yearns 
and longs for this gospel. Yet scores of our class- 
mates have never heard that Christ is a living force 
today. 

We may learn of the theory behind vcr from lit- 
erature about the Inter-Varsity movement, but our 
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group will only receive its mandate to win students 
for Christ on its knees at the throne of grace. After 
all, are we trying to perpetuate an organization or 
obey a vision born of God? 

One clause in our constitution always seems to 
cling precariously to life. “The Fellowship shall be 
an assistance to the individual Christian student and 
be subsidiary and accessory to his individual Chris- 
tian life and work.” vcF is not an ecclesiastical 
hothouse designed to protect vulnerable spiritual 
saplings; nor is it a prop interposed between our 
inertia and disaster. The Fellowship is a “coming 
together” of students who have known the power 
of God in their own lives, in order the more effec- 
tively to advance His kingdom. 

The danger that we may come to rely on it as an 
organization is always with us. We have failed if 
the group becomes a centre for the socially unin- 
tegrated, or a shelter from the world’s problems, 
or the cozy atmosphere in which we like to digest 
our lunch. Membership in the vcF presupposes a 
desire to testify to faith in Christ and is designed 
to facilitate that witness. If the group exhausts all 
its energy upon itself by introversion, its certain 
(and desirable) end is suffocation. 

We must stand solely for the offense of the cross, 
looking to the Holy Spirit for every advance and 
giving praise to Him for every victory. Let us all 
take care that the vcF is a part of our total witness, 
not the whole. 

The vcF is not a body of scholars whose task is 
to interpret the gospel in all its implications to every 
aspect of this world’s complex of interacting prob- 
lems. As individual Christians we are so committed, 
as the Lord grants special gifts for this purpose, 
but the group itself has simple aims and does not 
pretend or desire to be comprehensive in scope. 

I now would like to analyze our program this 
year with regard to the three objectives to which 
we are committed in the first article of our Con- 
stitution. 

The first guiding principle and objective is “To 
witness to the Lord Jesus Christ as God incarnate, 
and to seek to lead others to a personal faith in Him 
as Saviour ”* We desire to see the personal rule of 
God established in one heart at a time. We cannot 
endorse a philosophy that would be satisfied with 
a gradual, widespread permeation of basically hu- 
manistic concepts. 

The fundamental realization of this aim is 
achieved at the personal level of evangelism between 
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friend and friend. Even our program does not claim 
to be a self-contained agent by which men may be 
saved. We seek rather to create those conditions of 
trust and understanding in which through personal 
contacts individuals may experience the reality of 
the new birth, and realize the fullness of God’s love. 

We held a Mission this year on a grand scale, 
yet some of us rested on our oars, expecting bril- 
liant speakers and excellent advertising to carry 
the day. God granted many notable miracles of His 
grace, honouring His promises. However, the pre- 
mission lectures and the recent follow-up series gave 
little evidence that we are eager in a serious way 
to win our friends to Christ. 

Similarly the intention that all socials should be 
designed as opportunities for introducing students 
to the Christian circle and life is easily lost in our 
own desire for a night off. Lukewarm apathy can- 
not be resolved away. We must look to the Saviour 
for a more vital concern toward others, and self- 
lessly share with Christian friends our burden on 
their behalf. Do we exhibit that deeper relationship 
denoted by the term “fellowship”? A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one an- 
other.” 

Outreach however is not lacking. Several have 
come to trust Christ through personal witness. Each 
month the Meds group has held their “Meds-Nurses 
Firesides.” Attendance has been consistently high 
(about 125) with many fresh contacts and conver- 
sions. The general atmosphere at the ski week end 
was conducive to evangelism at the individual level 
and to Christian sharing of experiences. The group 
fulfilled its responsibilities to the Scott Mission once 
a month, but this work was not kept before the 
group and thus did not receive the solid support it 
deserved. 

We have a constant need to emphasize the train- 
ing of Christian soldiers, armed with the Word of 
Truth and empowered by the gracious Spirit to be 
able ministers of the New Covenant. 

Our second aim is “To deepen and strengthen the 
spiritual life of students and others by the study 
of the Bible, by prayer, and” by Christian fellow- 
ship.” The vcr leaders and most of its members 
are united in the conviction that the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments are uniquely inspired 
by God, and possess both integrity and authority. 
The content of the gospel is not to be moulded ac- 
cording to the fancies of sinful man’s subjective 
consciousness, but is guaranteed in its truthfulness 
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by a body of divine writings produced supernat- 
urally by men who were borne along by the Holy 
Ghost. 

The central purpose of the Bible is to make us 
wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Therefore its study is of central importance in our 
program. 

However, we must confess that our Bible studies 
do not always rise up to our expectations. To be- 
come scholastic and rigid in our interpretation is 
a common tendency. We too quickly gloss over rich 
truths and precious promises in order to pursue 
some pet denominational theory. Instead of seeing 
our Bible studies as the ideal situation to share our 
faith in Jesus simply and openly with one another, 
we rather encourage a theological bull session in 
which few, if any of us, are sufficiently in tune with 
the Biblical data to guide the discussion to a posi- 
tive conclusion. 

Several students in our group would not bring 
their friends to a study this past year because they 
felt it would be a detriment to their witness. If 
each member would study the passage beforehand 
and come intending to contribute positively to the 
discussion, our Bible study program could become 
our most effective instrument of evangelism. 

We don’t need better methods so much as better 
oriented Christian students who will seize this op- 
portunity to search the Scriptures diligently and 
act in accord with the fresh light that God will cause 
to break forth from His Holy Word. Responsibility 
rests with you and me. We must come to consider 
our Bible studies as a substantial part of our total 
witness. 

In the matter of prayer, small groups of half a 
dozen students met once a week in the areas, and 
a few more gathered each morning in the cata- 
combs of uc. There seemed to be a desire for fel- 
lowship with God, but the element of desperateness, 
of abandon in our reliance on the Holy Spirit, was 
not evident. It is easy for prayer to lose its indis- 
pensable place at the centre of our program, and 
become the exercise that evangelical Christians do 
before running the show themselves. 

Tie need for prayer cannot be faked; it is a 
spiritual gift granted to those who hunger to serve 
God and to know Him completely. Oswald Cham- 
bers speaks to us when he says, “The measure of a 
man’s worth for God’s work is the profound com- 
munion that he has had with Him.” 

Christian students are spread all over Toronto, 
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and close Christian friendship among all of us is 
dificult. A week end such as our Fall Conference 
is of great value in welding together various ele- 
ments of our Fellowship and in seeing the work as 
a whole. 

A contribution next year could be made by mem- 
bers who live in the city, if they would invite friends 
from the group to their home for an evening. Such 
informal social contacts could strengthen young 
Christians and would open the door wide for spon- 
taneous evangelism. : 

Another tower of strength exists in the small Bible 
study group of three or four Christians who meet, 
for example, on a Saturday night to seek the mind 
of the Lord and to introduce their friends to a vital 
fellowship group. This type of activity cannot be 
organized into existence, but must arise from a need 
felt within the group. Our group at Toronto could 
double its effectiveness next year if a few of us 
would catch the vision of the contagious nature of 
real Christian community. 

Our third aim is “To emphasize the essential duty 
and privilege of every Christian to take a definite 
interest and share in world-wide missions . . . to 
give and pray and serve where God directs.” The 
foreign missionary task was minimized this year by 
the natural heavy emphasis on the job to do at 
Toronto. The lack of emphasis was made up for by 
a conference in February of great proportions and 
high calibre, and I would recommend a similar 
effort again next year. However the number that 
attended from vcF was small. This superficial re- 
sponse does not reflect the deep concern our Master 
exhibited over the lives of men and women. 

Our relations with the Student Christian Move- 
ment continue to be cordial. We rejoice when Bib- 
lical principles are upheld by that body, but we 
are uneasy at the strange silence that hangs over 
the most sacred themes of the gospel. Let us pray 
that the Lord will honour their program as they 
seek to present God’s truth to their generation, and 
that He will purge both our groups of the pride that 
hinders our effectiveness for Him. 

Finally, let me plead for a recovery of the breadth 
of evangelical Christianity and for revival of our 
individual responsibility for creative Christian 
thinking in every academic discipline. Religion is 
not what we do in our solitude. It is not an exer- 
cise of pietistic devotion. It is a life under the sov- 
ereignty of God that seeks in every phase to bring 

(Concluded on page 32) 
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a BOOK I’m holding is really a great book. The 
author has done a good job in putting things in a 
very interesting way, and it’s about things everyone 
needs to learn. It only has 33 short chapters, and 
it’s not too expensive. Everyone should buy this 
book. I got it at the spring conference, and I hope 
to read it soon.” 

Perhaps you heard this book review at the last 
IvcF conference you attended — maybe you even 
gave it yourself. 

Christian books can be an important source of 
instruction and inspiration. If we neglect them we 
are neglecting a significant part of our Christian 
heritage. Book reviews have become part of every 
IvcF week-end conference and summer camp. The 
yearly program of many IvcF chapters includes one 
meeting a semester devoted to book reviews by dif- 
ferent members of the group. 

A need exists, however, to think through how to 
give a book review for a conference or as part of 
a book review program. The above review seems to 
be typical of the reviews given by college students, 
and it would apply to almost any book on the mar- 
ket, any book with 33 chapters. The fact that the 
book has 33 chapters is the only distinctive infor- 
mation given, and not terribly vital information at 
that. 

The next time you’re asked to give a book review, 
please do the following first: 

(1) Read the book. Don’t try to review a book 
you’ve never read, no matter how many reviews 
you’ve heard about it. The basic question of hon- 
esty is to be considered, besides the fact that it’s 
disconcerting to listeners to realize (as they inevi- 
tably do) that you’re trying to get them to read a 
book you haven’t thought worth reading. 

(2) Consider the background of the group for 
whom you're reviewing the book. Don’t use ex- 
pressions or abbreviations which may not be under- 
stuod. For example, in reviewing Hudson Taylor’s 
Spiritual Secret, to say that Hudson Taylor founded 
the c.1.M. would leave some people wondering what 
C.1.M. meant. It’s better to take the extra moment 
to say the China Inland Mission. 


31 











(3) Find out how long a book review is required, 
and don’t go over this allotted time. If you do, 
you're stealing time from someone else. If you are 
to give a fifteen minute review as part of a program 
of book reviews, don’t review My Heart — Christ’s 
Home or any other booklet which can easily be read 
in fifteen minutes. Try to proportion the length of 
the review to the length of the book. A long book, 
however, may be adequately reviewed in four min- 
utes or in fifteen minutes. 

(4) Give basic information about the book: title, 
author, type (biography, Bible study, doctrine), 
purpose, date of publication, length, price. 

(5) Just as there are different types of books 
there are different types of reviews. Some are more 
suitable to a particular book than others. Book re- 
views may include one or a combination of the fol- 
lowing elements. Choose whatever best suits your 
book and your situation. 

The summary review includes a brief general 
summary or outline of the book’s contents. If you 
plan to read sample chapter titles be sure that they 
are titles which accurately describe the contents of 
the chapter. Don’t read such esoteric titles as “Vio- 
lets at dawn” or “The fourth step.” 

The need-centered review tells how the book meets 
certain needs that the reader might have. These 
needs might be for instruction, information, inspira- 
tion. Books which fall into the category of tool 
books (Bible study guides, handbooks, commen- 
taries) require a need-centered review. When giv- 
ing such a review, be specific about the ways in 
which the book will help to answer the need you 
have outlined. 

The author-centered review is useful when the 
author’s life lends special significance to his book. 
For example, the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer makes 
what he has to say on fellowship or discipleship 
especially relevant. Elizabeth Elliott’s experiences 
among the Auca Indians give dimension to a re- 
view of one of her books. Also, in the case of cer- 
tain scholarly books (such as those on the inspira- 
tion and validity of the Bible), the author’s 
academic position and achievements are important 
to emphasize. 

The stimulus review endeavors to stir the hearers 
to read the book by giving a verbal billboard that 
will attract and interest them. This may be achieved 
by reading a brief, particularly helpful paragraph 
of the book. 


The reviewer-centered review uses the reviewer’s 
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own experience with the book as its basis. On rare 
occasions a book may have had such effect on you 
that it has led you to change certain ideas or atti- 
tudes or habits, and in a deeply significant way has 
changed your life. If this is the case a review cen- 
tered around your personal experience with the 


book is valid and helpful. 


(6) Pray that the Lord will use the review you 
give as a means to instruct, inform, or inspire stu- 
dents who hear it, and that He will give you the 
ministry of leading others into the rich experience 
of reading Christian literature. 

If you consider and follow these six suggestions 
you will never give a book review like the one at 
the beginning of this article. Instead you will give 
clear, specific, accurate information about a book 
that has helped you. And hundreds of students at 
IvcF conferences and camps will be grateful. END 








AN IVCF PRESIDENT REPORTS 
(Continued from page 30) 
honour and glory to its Creator. 


Paul taught that we who have the Holy Spirit in 
us have also the mind of Christ. As individuals and 
as a group we are responsible to examine both of 
God’s records, His world and His Word, with eyes 
newly opened. We have a debt to culture, as the 
image bearers of God, to make a unique contribu- 
tion. The fundamental antithesis between the nat- 
ural view of the world as mechanistic, and the su- 
pernatural view based on a life-union with the Son 
of God, must be fearlessly asserted. 

Vast areas of anthropology, psychology and so- 
ciology remain untouched by regenerate scholarship. 
Rationalistic views of Scriptural categories go un- 
challenged in the seminaries. Evangelicals have 
been content to’ be big frogs in little ponds instead 
of reverently examining the Word under the guid- 
ance of the Spirit, equipped with the finest tools 
of learning. 

In the vcF we are proud to declare a body of 
revealed truth as the intellectual and spiritual point 
of reference and a sure foundation. Let us not fail 
as individual Christians to heed the call for Chris- 
tian scholars to answer the questions that our world 
is asking, to devote all our energies and abilities 
to the service of Him who has called us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. END 
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your friend. 


Dosus Clorist 


Ernest Multhaup 


| with non-Christians will lead to many 
queries about our faith if our lives show that we 
believe in God and have given ourselves completely 
to Jesus Christ. 


Our concern for our friends who do not know 
Christ will prompt earnest prayer that they be given 
new life, and we will be eager to use such oppor- 


tunities to tell them of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. 


But being a personal evangelist to our friends 
isn’t automatic. We can do a number of things to 
make our friendships into avenues through which 
the Holy Spirit reaches others. 

Of first importance is our attitude toward our 
friends. We must realize that these friends are 
God-given, and that part of our response to Christ 
is to seek to help them. We must love them as He 
does—unselfishly, not using them for our own gain, 
accepting them as they are. 


Then we must pray. Even if you have prayed 
already, please take another two minutes to ask the 
Lord to show you which of your friends He espe- 
cially wants you to pray for and try to win for Him. 
Then make the decision with assurance that you are 
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being guided. Decide on such bases as these: With 
whom do I| have the most natural associations in 
the dorm or in classes? Has anyone already shown 
interest in spiritual things? 1s there anyone for 
whom I have a special concern? 


Now pray for the friend you have chosen. Pray 
as specifically as you can for the Lord to move in 
his heart. Pray that you’ll have an opportunity to 
discuss his beliefs, whatever they are, and that you'll 
have the patience to listen without criticism as he 
tells you about this important facet of his life. Ask 
the Lord to give you love like His own for this per- 
son so that you won’t be interested in him out of a 
feeling of duty, but because your concern is genuine. 


Then it’s time for you to “live out” what you 
have prayed so far, if you really believe that the 
Lord has heard your prayer and will do these things 
through His Holy Spirit. Pray for only this much 
first, wait for it to happen, and then pray for the 
next obvious step. 


Be prepared to spend time with your friend — 
playing tennis, eating lunch, studying, talking. Get 
to know him, and wait for the Lord to bring about 
circumstances in which you can discuss his religious 





beliefs as you have prayed. Be patient. These activ- 
ities are as much a part of personal evangelism as 
studying the Bible with him. 

Even though you may have to wait longer than 
you had expected for the first request to be an- 
swered, don’t waver. God may be teaching you how 
faithful He is by asking you to believe longer. But 
when the request is answered, it’s time to pray for 
something else. 

Your friend may already have asked you about 
your faith as he talked about his. If not, you might 
pray next for an opportunity to tell him about Jesus 
Christ. Don’t be afraid to say that He is your per- 
sonal Lord and Master, but don’t give the impres- 
sion that He must be your friend’s Lord simply 
because He is yours. Jesus Christ deserves your 
friend’s devotion quite apart from your own rela- 
tionship to Him. 

Your friend may realize his sinfulness and failure 
to please God when he sees that your commitment 
to Jesus Christ far exceeds his. As you look to Jesus 
Christ willingly as your authority in even small 
decisions, he may begin to realize that he doesn’t 
really believe in Jesus Christ as Lord. This realiza- 
tion of sinfulness is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
“And when he comes, he will convince the world 
of sin and of righteousness and of judgment: of sin, 
because they do not believe in me” (John 16:8, 9). 

When you discover that your friend has a clear 
understanding of what it means to be Christ’s dis- 
ciple and wants this for himself, don’t hesitate to 
pray with him as he initially commits himself to the 
Savior. But keep in mind that this isn’t necessary, 
and in some cases it’s best to encourage him to do 
this privately. If he truly becomes God’s child, you 
will hear about it. 

In such ways as these God uses us in our friend- 
ships to enlarge His family on earth. END 





EUROPEAN TOUR NEXT SUMMER 


A former tIvcr staff member is planning a two- 
month tour of Western Europe during the sum- 
mer of 1961 for Christian students and college 
graduates. The group will be in Great Britain 
for the English Keswick Convention and hopes 
also to visit student camps in Switzerland and 
other countries. 


For information write to Mr. Robert Baylis, 
6230 Bay View Ave., San Pablo, California. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
(Continued from page 23) 


HUNTERVILLE FARM (Chicago): Two special long 
week-end conferences were held early in September 
on attitudes in evangelism, means of evangelism 
and chapter planning. 

OHIO U.: A Sunday afternoon get-acquainted par- 
ty was held in the chapel lounge. An “old-timers” 
reunion was held at the home of the faculty advi- 
sor, Dr. Gordon Wiseman. 

HARVARD: Members of the Harvard Christian 
Fellowship are organizing the Harvard Mission for 
1961. They plan a series of lectures in February by 
the Rev. Kenneth Prior, vicar of St. Paul’s Church, 
London. Early morning prayer meetings have been 
held since last spring to pray for the ministry of 
the gospel to the university. 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
(Cleveland) : There were Bible study groups on four 
campuses last spring. One group had 13 attending, 
many of them not Christians. 


—James W. REAPSOME 


EDITORIAL 
(Continued from inside back cover) 


fellow who hasn’t missed an Iv prayer meeting in 
six months. He’s a lot like his scholarly friend. He 
gets his A’s in religious duties, and for the same 
reason. ) 

This black and white photo of two fellows is spe- 
cially revealing. The one on the left travels with 
a crowd that smokes. So he smokes. The other 
travels with a crowd that wouldn’t be caught dead 
smoking, so he doesn’t smoke. One smokes and the 
other doesn’t, but both share the same motivation: 
the desire to be accepted by their particular set of 
friends. They both feel the need to be loved and 
they do the best they can to satisfy it. 

But social pressure is a hard taskmaster. The 
fellow on the left doesn’t want to smoke but he’s 
learned to pretend so well that now he almost be- 
lieves he likes it. As he learns to measure up to the 
standards of his group he’s becoming two people, 
and it’s not a pretty sight. 

The last two pictures are of girls who have had 
hard experiences with fellows. This smaller one is 
of a girl who thought she and a fellow were getting 
along just fine till he became interested in her 
roommate. Now she hates her roommate. She re- 
gards her as a thief who stole love from her. The 
violence of her reaction is an index to her need for 
love. 
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The other picture is the most tragic of all. This 
girl was seduced, and in her shame she hasn’t dare 
tell even her mother. She’s sure that no one would 
love her as a sinner. After all, she has betrayed 
her highest ideals. She knows intuitively that hu- 
man love will never reach her in her sin. So she’s 
alone — or was. Yesterday she committed suicide. 


* * * 


Have you recognized something of yourself in 
these photographs? Then you'll want to become 
more acquainted with Jesus Christ, who loves you 
as you are. Pay special attention to His cross. Here 
is found the focal point of the New Testament em- 
phasis on His love: “God shows his love for us in 
that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.””! 
“In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sin.””? 


Do you notice the repetition not only of the word 
love but also of the word sin? Christ’s demonstra- 
tion of love at the cross is significant only in terms 
of our sin. By resisting God’s desire to be the Cen- 
ter of our affection we have rejected our only source 
of real love. Many of the problems just mentioned 
(and others as well) stem from this break with God. 

And we must not think that God stands idly by 
when we deny Him in this way. Such sin is law- 
lessness and brings judgment upon us. For this 
reason Christ is depicted in the New Testament as 
bearing our sin.* Isaiah too notes this when he says 
of Christ, “But he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities; upon him 
was the chastisement that made us whole, and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.” 


What is our penalty? Jesus Himself speaks of it 
as “outer darkness” where “men weep and gnash 
their teeth.”® Paul echoes this double emphasis 
when he speaks of “exclusion from the presence of 
the Lord” and “punishment of eternal destruction.” 
In other words, our penalty consists of suffering in 


hell. 


That Jesus bore our suffering is the great sign 
of His love for us. To appreciate this, we must take 
a moment to think about the two kinds of suffering: 
physical, ranging from a minor irritation to the 
trials of cancer; and suffering of spirit. The latter 
is the more serious, at least in its advanced forms.” 
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For example we suffer when one we love is in 
pain. Some time ago my nephew was burning pa- 
pers in the incinerator. Something exploded and he 
came into the house with blood flowing from his 
eye. As the doctor operated, his mother and I 
waited in a sterile hallway, fearing word that he had 
been blinded. Our suffering of spirit was intense. 

However there is a degree of suffering of spirit 
more advanced than this. A woman I know was 
abandoned by her husband for someone else. In her 
rejection she began to feel that she was unworthy 
of being loved, that no one would ever love her. 
Her inner turmoil emerged as acute nervousness; 
she was always talking, always fiddling with her 
fingers. Her suffering exceeded ours by far. 


And one form of suffering of spirit is higher yet: 
the suffering of guilt. In the two preceding illus- 
trations, guilt was lacking. Some time ago a mar- 
ried man attacked a little girl and was subsequently 
arrested and brought to trial. As the days passed 
his guilt became obvious to all. He suffered in part 
because of the inscrutable processes of justice. But 
this pressure was minor compared with the suffering 
he felt when his wife came forward and said, “I 
never want to see you again as long as I live.” By 
his voluntary act he had destroyed her love for him. 
The newspaper account of the trial’s closing day 
contained these words, “His wife was not present 
in the courtroom.” He was a broken man, suffering 
on the most advanced level. His self-respect was 
gone, its place taken by a desperate sense of guilt. 
Most persons dying of cancer wouldn’t have changed 
places with him, nor would his own wife. 

These illustrations show that suffering of the spirit 
can be more serious than suffering of the body. So 
we must think not so much of Christ’s physical hard- 
ships as of His suffering of spirit. Here we see the 
highest demonstration of His love for us. 


* * * 


How did Jesus Christ suffer in His spirit? We 
have already noticed that both He and Paul see two 
sides to punishment. On the one hand “outer dark- 
ness” and “exclusion from the presence of the Lord” 
speak of loneliness, while on the other, “weeping, 
gnashing of teeth, eternal destruction” speak of the 
active infliction of punishment. 

Let’s consider this matter of loneliness. Matthew 
mentions that on the cross Jesus cried out, “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus’ close 
acquaintance with the Old Testament leads us to 
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believe that He was quoting from Psalm 22. He 
was so aware of the reason for His suffering that 
His thoughts found natural expression in the words 
of a psalm that predicted His death in so many 
particulars. 

At the moment of that cry the sin of the world 
was laid to His account. “For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.”* Just as 
the wife turned her back on her promiscuous hus- 
band, so God the Father turned His back on God 
the Son. At that point Jesus Christ became legally 
responsible for all the sins that have been com- 
mitted: sins of impatience and rage, sins of lust 
and adultery, sins of heartlessness and murder. 

Your sin, no matter how terrible was laid to His 
account. He who had never known unbroken fel- 
lowship with the Father voluntarily took our pen- 
alty upon Himself and for the first time He knew 
the experience of being shut off from God. 

Does Jesus love you? Can He satisfy your des- 
perate need for love? “God shows his love for us 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us.””® 

However loneliness is only the negative side of 
the punishment He bore for us. In addition are 
those ominous words “weeping, gnashing of teeth, 
eternal destruction.” How do they apply here? 
K. Schilder’® suggests an analogy to the Roman 
arena. The crowds of spectators fill the seats in a 
spectacle of color. In the place of honor sits the 
emperor. In the arena, bound to the post is the 
Christian martyr. The crowds become silent. The 
emperor raises his jeweled hand. Cage doors grind 
upward to release the lions which rush upon the 
defenseless man. 

And it is as if that martyr is Jesus Christ; and 
the emperor, God; and the lions, nothing less than 
the terrors of hell. 

“For the Lord our God is a consuming fire,”!! 
and His hatred of sin cannot be fully comprehended 
by His creatures. 

One of our problems is our desperate need for 
love. Is the love of Jesus adequate for you? 


* * * 


It is adequate for the fellows and girls in our 
snapshots. The loneliness of the fellow with the 
loud laugh could be reduced a good deal if he real- 
ized the love of Jesus. The student who drove him- 
self to get high marks would find the intolerable 
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grind replaced by a certain quietness, and the two 
fellows enslaved to social pressure would be released. 

But the girl who committed suicide may have 
been the best prepared to experience the love of 
Christ, for apart from our moral brokenness His 
love at the cross is unintelligible. She had come to 
see both her loneliness and her sin. What might 
the result have been if she had seen Christ upon 
His cross and then raised from the dead? 

Christ’s acceptance of us in spite of failure, apart 
from our moral performance, is the keynote of the 
New Testament. “By grace you are saved through 
faith.” Through the single act of committing our- 
selves to His love we as sinners become acceptable 
to Him. 

And with this acceptance comes a new confidence: 
“If God is for us, who is against us? . . . Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ?” The finality 
of God’s acceptance gives us security. Our feet are 
planted on solid ground. 

Our former hesitation to trust ourselves to others 
begins to change. Because much of our need for 
friendship is now satisfied by the love of Christ, 
we have a certain insulation against disappointing 
friendships. This frees us to seek others and love 
them. Formerly we may have feared non-Christians 
because our gospel seemed so irrelevant to their 
lives. But now their apparent infallibility drops 
away and we begin to see them as fellows and girls 
with very human needs. 

The tone of our gospel is also affected. It isn’t 
so much that God condemned sin at the cross as 
that God Himself bore the condemnation. The doc- 
trine of hell has its place, but the central thrust of 
the gospel is that God loves us so much that He 
bore our sins in His body on the cross. 

Why not make the cross of Christ a subject of 
particular study this coming year? Read widely in 
the Bible and in good books!” on the subject. 


Ask God to show you His love. END 
FOOTNOTES 
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5Matthew 8:12. 

SII Thessalonians 1:9. 

Tcf. E. J. Carnell, A Philos- 
ophy of the Christian Re- 
ligion (Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapids), 1952, p. 376f. 


9Romans 5:8. 

10cf, Christ Crucified (Eerd- 
mans), 1944, p. 104. 

11PDeuteronomy 4:24. 

l21vcr carries two helpful 
books, Why the Cross? 
(Guillebaud) and Death 
of Christ (Denney). 
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MAGATINE OF CAMPUS CHRISTIAN LIVING 


Desperate 
Need 


Most OF Us agree that Jesus Christ loves us. But 
saying it is one thing and living it quite another. 

Look at a few of these snapshots I have here and 
see if you don’t agree that we live as though we 
weren't loved by Him. 

Here’s one of a tall fellow laughing. The others 
looking around are saying, “Listen to that crazy 
laugh. Who belongs to it?” And over there by the 
elm tree do you see the girl in the stunning dress? 
Are these two simply frivolous? Perhaps not. Those 
who sense their need for love will do remarkable 
things to get attention. Not that attention equals 
love, but they may have to settle for it as the next 
best thing. 

Do you find yourself using these attention-getting 
mechanisms? If so, perhaps you’re unconsciously 
bearing witness to your uncertainty that Jesus Christ 
loves you. 

Here’s a snapshot of a quiet-looking fellow who 
got all A’s last term. People think he loves to 
study, but I know him and he’s not so interested in 
books. He’s lonely, he tells me, and gets attention 
the only way he can: through good grades. And 
who can blame him? (Incidentally he has an in- 
teresting friend who isn’t shown in this picture, a 


(Continued on page 34, column 2) 
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HIS VISITS CAMPUS BY THE SEA 
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CAMPUS 


West Coast students last month completed the 
tenth summer of leadership training at Inter- 
Varsity’s Campus by the Sea on Catalina Island in 
the Pacific Ocean, 25 miles south of Los Angeles 
harbor. 

Over the years, although there have been some | 
modifications in the program, students have seen 
God’s working in their lives and the basic purpose 
of the camp has been fulfilled: to build up students 
for their Christian life and witness for the Lord 
Jesus Christ on campus. 

Campus by the Sea was literally started from 
scratch and the camp deliberately has been kept 
rugged, with a minimum of modern conveniences. 
This, Camp Director Paul L. Byer feels, has con- 
tributed to the spiritual impact of the camp. 

Melvin Friesen, then regional director in Cal- 
ifornia, and a group of 24 ucLa students made the 
first beachhead on Catalina Island in April, 1951. 

The island is privately owned and ivcF leases the 
camp property. 

The program this year included a week’s chap- 
ter camp in June for officers, a four weeks’ camp 
for Christian growth and training, a two weeks’ 
Christian life camp in early September, and a week’s 
camp for 1vcF alumni in August. 

VARSITY ENSEMBLE: Four IvcF students from 
Oberlin College, Ohio, nearly two years ago began 

(Continued on page 23, column 2) 








